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From the Pastor... Assurance

From Lagonier NMinisliies

No one who trusts in Jesus Christ will be eternally
lost. Jesus said, “All that the Father gives to me will
come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never
cast out” ( " ). Anyone who has come to Christ
belongs to Christ forever. Everyone who has faith in
Christ has eternal life ( ).

Yet Christians often fear that they have not really
come to Christ. They want assurance that their faith is
real. They want to know for sure that they are God’s
children. The Bible teaches that this desire for
assurance conforms to God’s will for His people. God
wants believers to know that their faith is genuine. He
wants them to be sure that they belong to Him and
have eternal life through Christ.

Assurance of salvation is the knowledge and
confidence that one belongs to Christ ( )-
Churistians find assurance through many means,
including their (aith. In fact, the Bible defines faith as
“the assurance of things hoped for” ( ).
When the Apostle Paul described Abraham as a model
of faith, he said that Abraham was “fully convinced
that God was able to do what he had promised”

( ). Abraham knew that God would keep His

promises. Abraham was sure of it.

The assurance of salvation, then, comes from trust in
God, and trust entails knowing and believing God’s
promises. Christian faith, like Abraham’s, believes
what God says. Christians believe a particular message
from God: the sospel. The gospel is the good news
that Jesus Christ fulfilled the law, died for sinners,

and rose to life again ( ). When people
believe the gospel, they entrust themselves to Churist

and His saving wotk. Through faith in Christ,
Christians receive assurance that God forgives all their
sins—past, present, and future and have the sure

hope of eternal life.

Through faith, Christians are justified (
; ). This means that in Christ, God
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declares a believer righteous rather than guilty

( ). This judgment is final. It cannot be
reversed ( ). Christ earned

the justificarion of His people by satisfying God’s
justice in their place. In His life, Christ obeyed God’s
law perfectly. When He died on the cross, He bore the
curse of the law, paying the price for sin. Because

of Christ’s work, Christians can be assured that God
will not condemn them on the day of judgment.
Instead, He will give them the kingdom He has
prepated for them ( ).
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From the Pastor Cont.

The promises of God in the gospel are magnificent ( ). Yet Christians sometimes lack assutance of
their salvation. One reason that Christians lack assutance is that often, in practice, they lapse into thinking that
trusting in Christ alone is insufficient for salvation. They look fort things in their lives that make them worthy
of God’s favor. They look for signs that they are good enough to meet God’s perfect standard or have strong
enough faith. But Abraham’s trust was not in his own performance. Nor does Christian assurance rest on the
strength of one’s own faith. Faith does not eatn God’s favor; it simply unites believers to Christ and all the
blessings of the gospel. Assurance of eternal life can have no other foundation. Abraham didn’t trust in his
own faith; he trusted God. We find assurance through faith not because of faith in itself but because of the
One to whom faith unites us—the Lord Jesus Christ. We look to Him for assurance.

The book of Hebrews was written to a church that was tempted to return to the Old Testament law as a
seeming means of salvation. The writer told that church, “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance

of faith” ( ). He told them that Christians could approach God with “full assurance of faith” because
when Christ died, He made the final sacrifice for their sin: “We have confidence to enter the holy places by the
blood of Jesus” ( ). Christ, not their own works, made them fit to come to God.

The recipients of the book of Hebrews had professed faith in the gospel, and they needed to hear it again.
This is true for all Christians. Assurance grows as believers keep hearing the gospel. This happens mainly
through the ordinary means of grace. When Christians gather on the Lord’s Day to hear ¢ vod’s Word preached
and receive the sacraments by faith, their assurance is strengthened. Week by week, year by year, these means of
grace grow a Christian’s faith in God’s promises.

Christian assurance can also be sirengrhened—or weakened—by the way that Christians live ( ).
Christ’s work is the foundation of assurance, but a growing love for God and other people can confirm that
one has trusted in Christ. This change of charactet, called sanctification, is the result of justifying faith. Itis a
lifelong process, and it can have ups and downs. But all Christians experience an inner war between their sinful
nature and their new nature in Christ ( ). As Christians daily turn from sin through repentance and
trust in Christ, assurance usually grows. If they neither repent nor fight against sin, their assurance of salvation
will weaken. At times, such contentment in sin reveals that a person has never actually trusted in Christ. But
true Christians can go through such periods, and Christ will not let them go. Assurance often returns when
they repent and renew their faith in the gospel.

Assurance of salvation also comes from the Holy Spitit, who lives in every Christian ( ). The Holy
Spirit testifies to believers” hearts that they are God’s children ( ). In fact, Christians are “sealed
with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it”

{ ). The presence of the Holy Spitit testiies to Christians that they have peace with God and will
receive the eternal life He has promised.

God wants Christians to have assurance of their salvation. He wants them to know that they belong to Him
and are eternally safe in His hands. This assurance often grows over time, and it can be shaken even in mature
believers. Temptations, sins, and overwhelming trials can lead believers to think that God has «bandoned them

( ). But God never casts off those who have come to Christ. In times of darkness and doubt, Christians
seek renewed assurance by fixing their minds on Christ, who is both the “founder and perfecter” of their faith
( ). God’s Word assures Christians that Christ, through His Spirit, preserves His people to the end.

“Real assurance rests on a sound understanding of salvation, a sound understanding of justification, a sound understanding of
sanctification, and a sound understanding of ourselves. In all these matters we have the comfort and assistance of the Holy Spirit
who illumines the text of Scripture for ns, who works in us to_yield the fruit of sanctification, and who bears witness with onr

spirit that we are the children of God.” -R.C. Sproul
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INTRODUCING JANET VERCRUYSSE, our new PR PRO!

As a member of the Mission & Outreach Committee, Jan has served as the PR
person, getting the word out on church happenings and keeping our bulletin boards
updated and eye-catching. The intent was to use Jan as our resident "cub reporter"”
for all church happenings, but it has become clear people think Jan “just does
Mission." That isn't the case, and wasn't supposed to be the case.

Session discussed how to use this resource, aka Jan, and has agreed that Jan
could become our "Information Central" for spreading the word, particularly the
community, about what Peace Memorial is doing. If your committee or group has
something to share- such as the recent Katy Garvin recital or upcoming Kay Painter
event, Jan is the go-to gal to help get the information out.

Jesus said, "Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and
it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in

heaven." (Matt. 5:15-16). Consider Jan as our official basket-kicker. And thank you,
Jan, for serving this way.

MISSION MEMO

KAY PAINTER: From Sin and Sorrow to Service, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 6:30 pm
Peace Memorial will be hosting a community event featuring Kay Painter, author and
international speaker. Kay's presentation will be an honest- often brutally honest- on the
effects of having had an abortion. She will speak to the guilt, fear and shame she herself
experienced, the impact it had on herself, on her relationships with her husband and children,
and her relationship with God. But her message is mostly one of "the assurance that the
forgiveness and freedom God offers is within your reach."

Representatives from the Pregnancy Hope Center, including Christine Carter who leads their
Set Free Abortion Recovery ministry, will be in attendance to provide additional information
and answer questions. Our Deacons will be providing light refreshments after the
presentation, and Kay will be available for one-on-one meetings. If you receive the PHC
newsletter, you may already read about this event.

And, speaking of the Pregnancy Hope Center, the annual DESSERT FUNDRAISER will be
Thursday, October 24, 6:30 pm, at the Klamath County Fairgrounds. This year's speaker will
be author and speaker Keith Ferrin. The PHC writes of him, "He has a heart for pregnancy
centers, but most of all, he loves God's word and presents practical, inspiring ways to help
people enjoy diving into the Bible. He will tie these two passions together for our

guests." Peace Memorial will be hosting a table so if you are interested in going, let Geri
Coker know.




Page 4

September Birthdays September Anniversaries

22" Sharon Haddock 4" Al & Judy Burman
30 Sally Heaton

1SUp

Small Groups Kick-off Potluck

Wednesday, September 11t 6-8PM

Our Small group ministry starts up with an all-church potluck on Wednesday, September 11t
from 6-8 at the Church. We will start the evening in the Sanctuary with a 45 minute video
introduction to our Fall small group study material, Del Tackett’s The Engagement Project, then
enjoy a potluck dinner in the fellowship hall.

Small groups will begin meeting the following week. Here they are:

Women’s Group: Tuesdays 10-12, Fireside Room, with Kathy Todd
King’s Group:  Tuesdays 2:30-4:30, Fireside Room, with Paul and Joyce King

Goode’s Group: (The Goode’s group will be meeting with the King’s group for the first three
weeks and will then be meeting at the Good’s House from 3-5PM). So for the first couple of
weeks- Tuesdays 2:30-4:30, fireside room.

Beaty’s Group:  Evenings- Wednesday or Thursdays at Pastor Aaron’s house.
(days and time TBD) — this group is geared for folks who work during the day.

Please sign up in the back or contact Pastor Aaron in the church office to sign up for a group.
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Small Groups begin The Engagement Project this Fall:

.
ENGAG

O
A CHURCHWIDE PURSUIT TO MAKE JESUS KNOWN
What is The Engagement Project?

The long-awaited Engagement Project is Dr. Del Tackett’s next set of small-group wotldview
tours. All of his previous teachings (the Truth Project, Cross Examine, Is Genesis History, etc))
wete developed with the goal to help believers build a comprehensive, systematic biblical
wotldview.

And now, with that foundation, we ate ready to take the next big step: to know Him more deeply
and then to understand who we truly are, why we are still here, and what God has asked us to do.

Description of the Engagement Project Tours

The Engagement Project's ten tours will take us on a marvelous quest of seeking the face of God
and, as best as He will allow, to gaze upon the Crown Jewel in His nature—a quest we hope and
pray will deeply transform the Body of Christ.

"This will lead us to understand where we are in God’s Meta-Narrative and the incredible vision
that He has entrusted the primary wotk of the Kingdom to the common, everyday Christan.

The Transformation

And, if God should so bless and the Body of Christ would simply begin to do what He has asked
us to do, we are convinced it will change everything, It will change each of our lives; radically
transform our families; and, by God’s grace, turn the wotld around us right side up.

Soli Deo Glotial
~“Truth Encounter Ministries

SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS

Sundays starting September 8
9-10 AM

; : Church Fireside Room

A s H A M E D Weekly videos by Dr. Godfrey

W. ROBERT GODFREY And discussion with Pastor Aaron

PAUL'S LETTER ro the ROMANS
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Stewardship & Finance Committee

\_

July 2024 \
Here is our monthly update on finance:

Operating INCOME;susssssyssaspiasiassnsssnnsss $12,116.52
Operating EXPenses:..........cooevueruieeniinnns $13,337.01
MONHIY NEti. . .eveeeeeeerersiseseseeeersssenens ($ 1,220.49)

YTD /INEtnrenerereueueesseenssosens ($ 4,371.53)

Checking 7/31/24:.............. $32,905.22

Money Market 7/31/24:........ $33,563.20

Edward Jones CD 7/31/24:...$21,638.80
Edward Jones MM 7/31/24: $35,068.79

TOTAL 7/31/2%:.c..ccoccuren... $123,176.01 /

Expenses in July beyond regular operations: Quarterly taxes for Federal and State, building
insurance, Christian education, and Session discretionary fund. Wathy Jodd

LADIES LUNCHEON 2024

The Ladies Luncheon, July 24th at King Wah, was enjoyable with 20 ladies, Pas-
tor Aaron and Krista. Guests were Barbara Fernland, Janet Blackburn and Grace
Johnson’s grandson. It was also wonderful to have Joan Riker join us. Everyone

had a wonderful time visiting and enjoying their meal.

%;eeﬂ @mz/@

' LADIES LUNCHEON

2023
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Katy Garvin, Flute *

‘Bre;ma Mo’rgan'; Piano Accompanrst—
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Katherine Hoover
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Sunday, August 25th 2:00 pm
e J,u

Peace Memorial Presbyterian Church

(2

o>

4431 S. Sixth Street

Admission: Free - Donations Accepted




Peace Memorial
Presbyterian (EPC)

4431 South 6th St.
Kinath Falls, OR 97603

Phone: 541-884-5057

E-mail: office@peacepres.org
Pastor: pa.rlomﬂronep@]a/)oo. conm

; -

We’re on the web!
Www.peaceEPC.com

“like” us on Facebook

“Give thanks in every
circumstance, for this
is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus.”

-1 Thessalonians 5:18

DEACONS
Paul King - Chair
Debbie Grant

Jocelyn Shellito

Sharon Haddock

Marie Gregory
Marjorte Divine

The Deacons meet the third Sunday of each
month following worship.

Sermons for September:
Ordinary Time

Il Thessalonians

9/1 - The Final Judgement
II Thessalonians 1:5-12

9/8 - Believe the Truth
I Thessalonians 2:1-17

9/15- Pray and Obey
Il Thessalonians 3:1-5

9/22- 1Idle Hands...
I Thessalonians 3:6-17

The sermon on the Mount

9/29- The Sermon on the Mount:
Beattitudes
Mt. 5:1-12

SESSION/ELDERS

Pastor Aaron Beaty- Moderator

Geri Coker- Mission and Outreach
Betty Shaw- Worship

Sandi Deatherage- Building and Grounds
Pat Gregory-

Gary Scott-



