From the Pastor...

Calvin’s Defining Passion in the
Protestant Reformation
R.C. Sproul

It’s been said that the overarching passion of Martin
Luther that provoked the Reformation was sola fide,
the doctrine of justification; that’s what provoked the
firestorm initially. As the Reformation developed and
moved beyond Germany into England, Scotland, and
the Nethetlands, the great Swiss Reformer John Calvin
began to exert tremendous influence. Calvin is credit-
ed with formulating the doctrines that define histotic
Reformed theology, vet he was indebted fot many of
his contributions to Luther.

Calvin was Luther’s junior, and he had enormous
admitation for Luther. Usually Calvin is linked with
the doctrine of predestination, but there was nothing
about that doctrine in Calvin that wasn’t first in Luther
and nothing in Luther that wasn’t first in Augustine.

Yet predestination was not Calvin’s defining passion.
His role in the Reformation was centrally concerned
with worship, and he was concerned with applying the
ptinciple of soli Deo gloria to wortship. Calvin sought
to reform the church’s worship and to purify
corruptions that had crept in by the time of the six-
teenth century, patticulatly patterns that developed
during the Middle Ages.

In the medieval Roman Catholic Church, the use of
icons and statuary became very important. Church
authorities said that it is not propet to give worship to
an icon or to a statue but that it is proper to give
service to these items. They distinguished

between latreia, or “wotship,” and* doulia*, or
“devotion.” On the topic of Maty, Roman Catholic
authorities said that she was to receive
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not latreia but hyperdoulia, extreme service to honor
her as Theotokos, the mother of God. Calvin stated
that this distinction between latreia and doulia of idols
was a distinction with-out a difference. He wanted to
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get rid of idols in any form and said that we ought not
to serve them because to serve them is in fact to
wortship them.

Calvin noted that the fundamental sin of fallen
humanity is idolatry, pointing out that the human
heart is an idol factory. Paul teaches in Romans 1 that
this is the case. In this chapter, Paul is introducing his
explanation of the gospel, and he talks about God’s
tevelation of His wrath against the whole wotld.
God’s wrath is revealed because the whole world 1s
guilty of unrighteousness and ungodliness. The
Apostle identifies the patticular type of unrighteous-
ness and ungodliness in view as mankind’s stifling the
knowledge that God reveals to all of us. God has
made Himself known in nature and conscience, and
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yet sinful humanity suppresses ot represses that knowledge and refuses to acknowledge God or to honor Him
as God.

People sometimes object that it’s not fair for God to condemn people who have never heatrd of Christ. Yet the
truth is that God will not punish people for not believing in someone they’ve never heard of; He will punish
them for rejecting the God who has revealed Himself cleatly. All people know God; they simply suppress that
knowledge in unrighteousness. That is the sin that they will be punished for.

Paul declares in [Lomans |20, “For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have
been cleatly perceived, ever since the creation of the world.” That sounds like a contradiction. How can you see
that which is invisible? If it’s able to be seen, then it’s visible, not invisible. But Paul is telling us that the attrib-
utes of the invisible God are made manifest through and in the creation, which is visible. By observing the
creation, we see and confront the revelation of the invisible attributes of God. Paul goes on to say that “they
are without excuse.” People sometimes think that if they were botn in a non-Christian culture ot if they’ve
never heard of Chtist, somehow they have an excuse. That won’t work. There is no excuse for rejecting the
Fathet—you can’t plead ignorance, since the Father has manifested Himself cleatly. Paul says next, “Fot
although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him” (Rom. 1:21).

The last sola to be embraced by fallen creatures is soli Deo glotia because our cortuption means that we refuse
to honor ot glotify God in an appropriate and proper way. We often desctibe God in such a way that it’s not
the true God that we’re talking about. If your god is not soveteign, your god is not God. If you don’t
acknowledge the soveteignty of God, if you don’t acknowledge the justice of God, if you don’t acknowledge
the omniscience of God, the immutability of God, then whatever god it is that you ate acknowledging is not
God. You'te not glotifying God as God; you’re glorifying something less than God as if it were God. And to
glotify something other than God or less than God as if it wete God is the very essence of idolatry. The
Apostle explains:

For although they knew God, they did not honot him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in
their thinking, and theit foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged
the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.

Thetrefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among
themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and setved the creature rather
than the Creator. (R0 1-23)

This is our most basic sin: an exchange is made. God reveals Himself, but we trade in the truth and walk out
with the lie. We exchange the glory of God for the glory of the creature. That can be done in a crass way of
worshiping a tree, a totem pole, or some kind of statue ot icon that we craft with our hands. Yet thete’s another
more sophisticated form of idolatry in which we set up idols intellectually. When we reconstruct our doctrine
of God in such a way that we strip Him of those attributes with which we are uncomfortable, we reconstruct a
god who is not holy, a god who is not wrathful, a god who is not just, a god who is not soveteign. Then we say,
“Well, out god is a god of love, and he has no place for justice or judgment or any of those things; he is pure
love and mercy and grace.” We take the attributes of God that we like and reject the atttibutes of God that we
don’t like, and when we do that, we are just as guilty of idolatry as a person who is worshiping a totem pole.

One of the great petnicious lies about the character of God is that we all worship the same god. It doesn’t
matter what we call him—Allah or Yahweh ot Tao or Buddha—we all worship the same thing, This is false.
Notions of this kind are forms of man-made religion, and man-made religion is an idolatrous substitute for
true worship. We can be religious and be idolaters at the same time if we are withholding the glory that belongs
to God and to God alone. Calvin understood this; he understood how deeply rooted in our souls the penchant
for idolatry is and how easily we turn aside from true worship to idolatrous worship. As a result, we must strive
to be certain that our worship is approptiate and God-glorifying. Does it honor God the way that God seeks to
be honoted? Jesus tells the woman at the well that “true wotshipers will worship the Father in spitit and truth,
for the Father is seeking such people to worship him” (John 1:27). We need to take that seriously.
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In 1996, the Cambridge Declaration was drafted in response to certain worrying trends in the evangelical world.
Hete’s what it says about soli Deo glotia: the erosion of God-centered worship, wherein in the church, biblical
authority has been lost, Christ has been displaced, the gospel has been distorted or faith has been petverted, it has
always been for one reason: our interest had displaced God’s, and we are doing His work in our way. The loss of
God’s centrality in the life of today’s chutch is common and lamentable. It is this loss that allows us to transform
worship into entertainment, gospel preaching into marketing, believing into technique or methodology, being
good into feeling good about ourselves and faithfulness into being successful. As a result, God, Christ, and the
Bible have come to mean too little to us and to rest too inconsequentially upon us. God does not exist to satisfy
human ambitions or cravings, ot the appetite for consumption or our own private spititual interests. We must
focus on God in our worship rather than in the satisfaction of our personal needs.

People sometimes claim that they don’t enjoy going to church because they don’t get anything out of it. It must
be understood, however, that the purpose of the Sunday morning gathering of the saints is not petsonal
enjoyment ot entertainment. It’s not evangelism or fellowship either. It is the worship of God. In fact, the whole
goal of salvation is to bring people to a place where they worship God and honor Him as God.

The Cambridge Declaration goes on to state, “We reaffirm that because salvation is of God, has been
accomplished by God, is for God’s glory that we must glorify Him always, we must live our entire lives before the
face of God, under the authority of God, and for the glory of God alone.” In everything we do, we ate to give
honot and ascribe glory to Him. The declaration goes on, “We deny that we can ptopetly glorify God if our
worship is confused with entertainment; if we neglect God’s law or the gospel in our preaching; or if
self-improvement, self-esteem, ot self-fulfillment are allowed to become alternatives to the gospel.”

Our worship setvices must be carefully constructed because we do not wotship alone. When we come to worship
on Sunday morning, we are entering the heavenly sanctuary; we'te involved in the communion of saints where
God is present, Christ is present, and the spirits of the righteous made perfect are present. Out worship services
are not just for us, and the great danger in our day is that we make ourselves the center of concern and we steal
the glory of God. In salvation, in worship, in all that we do, the dtiving passion of the Christian must always

be soli Deo glotia, to God alone be the gloty.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!
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November is a special time when we take full stock of our many
blessings. The harvest has been brought and processed for future use.
Hunters have (hopefully) gotten game to add to the larder. The hard
work has paid off and we can settle down to give thanks for all the
good gifts received by God's hand. But as we give thanks for our
many blessings, let us remember there are many with whom we can
share our bounty. Just a few ideas:

KLAMATH FALLS GOSPEL MISSION: Consider helping out the
Gospel Mission for their Thanksgiving meal. Check their website and
Facebook page for needed items. Food is important, but even more so
is fellowship. Think about maybe volunteering to help serve dinner

and be the face that says, "I see you and I care.”

HURRICANE RELIEF: It's been several weeks since Helene and
Milton ravaged parts of our country. It will be months trying to put
lives back together. As we thank God for family, food and home,
remember those who lost literally everything. Give a thanks offering
to continue the rebuilding of lives, be it through organizations such as
Samaritan's Purse, the Salvation Army, or on a "closer to home level"
of a church in that area.

KLAMATH ANIMAL SHELTER: When all the suffering in this world
gets to be too much, many of us turn to our furry friends for respite
and renewal (and I type this with a purr-box on my lap while another
gets into the geraniums). In appreciation for the gift of our pets, give a
little attention to those at our shelter. Pick up a sack of pet food. Take
an hour to visit the ones still waiting to have a home of their own. As
Cecil Frances Alexander wrote, " All things bright and beautiful, all
creatures great and small, all things wise and wonderful, the Lord God
made them all." Give thanks for all He made.
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THE PMWMG BAZAAR IS FAST APPROACHING!

November 9th is the day for the
Peace Memorial Women's Missionary Group's
Annual Fall Bazaar.
We'll laden the tables in the Fellowship Hall with
homemade goodies and handcrafted treasures.
The "Kountry Kitchen" in the Fireside Room
will offer gently-used gifts and kitchen appliances, Quilts
and Christmas supplies.
All proceeds will be given to Local & World Missions.
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November Birthdays November Anniversaries
14" Krista Beaty
14" Harold Heaton

15" Linda Dart
24" Joan Riker

11" Scott & Betty Dickson

Women’s Group: Tuesdays 10-12, Fireside Room, with Kathy Todd

King’s Group:  Tuesdays 2:30-4:30, Fireside Room, with Paul and Joyce King
Goode’s Group: Tuesdays 3-5 PM Meeting at the Goode’s House .

Beaty’s Group:  Fvenings- Wednesday or Thursdays at Pastor Aaron’s house.

(days and time TBD) — this group is geared for folks who work during the day.

Please sign up in the back or contact Pastor Aaron in the church office to sign up for a group.




Page 7

Kaleidoscope

One day as the Pastor was speaking. I got an image of a Kaleidoscope as he was talking
about how God takes the broken pieces of our lives and creates beauty out of the

ashes. Then I thought about how beautiful His grace is In our lives. That concept kept
floating around in my head.

An image of a Kaleidoscope came to my mind when I read "broken pieces." A kaleidoscope
is made up of different pieces placed between two mirrors to reflect the colors. It is filled
with colorful broken pieces that create a beautiful image as it is turned. Kaleidoscope 1s a
Greek word which means kal(os) beautiful + eldo(s) shape/form + scope to look to or

to examine.

I've often thought about mending and healing in our lives. Sometimes | got an image of a
repaired vase with cracks that were covered up or hidden but I knew the damage was still
there. Then [ pictured a completely new vase, but I knew that those events and pains of

the past, those broken pieces. did not disappear as if they had never happened. So, when
God gave me this new image of a Kaleidoscope, I was overwhelmed by His Love. Only God
can take all those pieces and put them back together in such a way that it creates such

beauty and that beauty is reflected no matter how you turn it.

God puts together those broken pieces. Different shades of color: Dark pieces, light pieces
all scattered into our lives. He puts all the pieces back together not as they were but ina
completely different form. As God turns us and directs us through life those colorful mended
pieces move and create new patterns and shapes. We become shaped by all the different
events in our lives, but God is the healer and mender of our souls. God wants to create a
Kaleidoscope with mirrors that reflects only His beauty.

Isn't that a wonderful picture of what God wants to do in our lives? We are a reflectlon of
God's beauty. Nothing about our lives are useless or pointless. Without It God could not
create the beauty. Just think about [t: The more pieces He has to work with, the more
beautiful the design. Let God take those pieces and create a beautiful design that 1s a
reflection of His unending Love for us.

By: Charlene Loughlin
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November 2024

November 2024

December 2024

Grounds

Group (Fireside Room)

for Newsletter
12:30pm PMWMG Bible
Study
2:15pm Handbell Practice

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su_ Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
102 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
0 11 12 13 14 15 16 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 29 30 31
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Oct 27 28 29 30 31 Nov 1 2
Office Closed
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10:30am Communion 10:00am Women's Small 2:15pm Handbell Practice Office Closed 9:00am FALL BAZAAR
Group (Fireside Room) 10:00am Fall Bazaar -
SETUP
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
10:30am Worship 12:00pm Session 10:00am Women's Small 12:00pm PMWMG 10:30am Missions & Office Closed
Group (Fireside Room) 2:15pm Handbell Practice Outreach
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
10:30am Worship 4:00pm 10:00am Women's Smal! 2:15pm Handbell Practice Office Closed
11:30am Deacons Stewardship/Finance Group (Fireside Room)
11:00am Discipleship Mtg
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
10:30am Worship 1:00pm Building & 10:00am Women's Small Articles due to the office Office Closed

office peacepres.org

10/31/2024 9:41 AM




Dear Peace Memorial,

Thank you for the pastors appreciation moment you

shared with me and Krista.

The card was filled with affirming comments and a date

night to a movie and dinner at Italiannas!
Thank you again - Krista and I felt appreciated!
Blessings to you in Christ our Lord,

Pastor Aaron and Krista Beaty

SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS

Sundays 9-10 AM
Church Fireside Room
Weekly videos by Dr. Godfrey

Aund discussion with Pastor Aaron

PAUL'S LETTER to the ROMANS

ASHAMED

W. ROBERT GODFREY
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COME WALK WITH US!

15 HEALTH BENEFITS OF WALKING
improve Mood
Burn Calories
Improve Heart Health
Reduce Risk of Chronic Diseases

Reduce Stress
Iimprove Sleep

Boost Brain Power

Alleviate Joint Pain

Delay Onset of Varicose Veins
Stimulate Digestion
Kickstart Immune System

Protect Bones

Enhance Creativity

Make Other Goals Seem More Attainable

Live Longer

MONDAY & THURSDAY - 10 A.M.
PEACE MEMORIAL EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
FELLOWSHIP HALL
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Stewardship & Finance Committee
/ September 2024 \
Here is our monthly update on finance:
Operating INCOME: .........coeuvviiiiiiiiarnnnenen $13,548.52
Operating EXpPenses:.......cocuvevuiirarinanennens $11,393.51
Monthly NEts: s ssmmieries et $ 2,155.01
YTD /NEi. . eeeieeereonarssssnssonss ($ 498.89)
Checking 9/30/24:............... $36,347.70
Money Market 9/30/24-:........ $33,887.17
Edward Jones CD 9/30/24:...$21,654.19
Edward Jones MM 9/30/24: $35,222.32
\ TOTAL 9/31/24:..c.occveeenn., $127,111.38 j
Expenses in September beyond regular operations were Presbytery and General Assembly askings, and Local
Missions. As we welcome the fall season, it’s also time for out stewatdship drive. Packets were handed out on
October 27th, and the month of November will be used to collect them in preparation for the new budget
yeat. We thank you all for your support of Peace Chuch. Many thanks and Blessings to all. Nathy Jodd

Lost & Found
If you recognize any of these items please let
Scott know in the Office
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Peace Memorial
Presbyterian (EPC)

4431 South 6th St.
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

Phone: 541-884-5057
E-mail- office@peacepres.org
Pastor: pastoraaronepe@yahoo.com

We’re on the web!

Www.peaceEPC.com

“like” us on Facebook

“Give thanks in every
circumstance, for this
is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus.”

-1 Thessalonians 5:18

DEACONS
Paul King - Chair
Debbie Grant
Jocelyn Shellito
Sharon Haddock
Marie Gregory

Marjorie Divine

The Deacons meet the third Sunday of each

month following worship.

Sermons for November:
Ordinary Time

The sermon on the Mount

11/3 - The Kingdom and Your Word
Matthew 5:33-37

11/10 - Retaliation
Matthew 5:38-42

11/17- Love Your Enemies
Matthew 5:43-48

11/24- Giving to the Needy
Matthew 6:1-4

SESSION/ELDERS

Pastor Aaron Beaty- Moderator

Geri Coket- Mission, Stewardship &
Finance

Betty Shaw- Worship

Sandi Deatherage- Building & Grounds Clerk

Pat Gregory- Discipleship & FEvangelism

Gary Scott- Building & Grounds

Session Staff positions:
Kathy Todd- Treasurer

Betty Shaw- Financial Secretary



