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Who Modifies the Gloria Patri?!?

Dear Friends,

During Advent this year, our Sunday worship
service will expand to include more elements of our
Reformed worship tradition. We will have a few
anthems, a more elaborate time of reading the Word,
the affirmation of faith, confession of sin and
assurance of forgiveness will all be a bit more
expanded. Normally we use a simplified version of
this order, but I thought it would be nice to celebrate
the season with a fuller worship order this year.

One element of this order that you may all be
familiar with is the singing of the "Gloria Patri."
We will be using a modified version of this ancient
prayer and I'd like to share some reasoning as to
why the modification. Here we go:
The Gloria Patri, as many know it goes like this:

Glory be to the Father
And to the Son
And to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning
Is now and ever shall be
World without end

Amen, Amen.

The Problems with the Language:
"World without end" does not align with a Biblical
worldview and in fact, seems to suggest a false and
destructive one in our cultural context- namely, that
this physical world always has been and always will
be. Not only does Scripture teach us that God
created this world of nothing, but it has a
predetermined end at the day of Judgment. So why
would we declare "world without end"?

Secondly, aside from the problematic theology of
the statement, the theme simply doesn't make sense.

What does "world without end" have to do with

glory ascribed to the Triune God? Maybe, I thought,
you could stretch the imagination to think that this
created order has always and will always ascribe
glory to God, and that might work, but I have
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always felt convicted to shift the language to both
focus on the glory of God and His eternal nature
rather than confuse the prayer with reference to the
"World".

Finally, I had a vague assumption that over the long
history of this prayer, the meaning of this
concluding line was lost in translation between its
original Latin into modern English. Tums out, all
three concerns are valid.
History of the Gloria Patri:
In summary the Gloria Patri is among the oldest
prayers of the Christian faith, praising our Triune
God; it has existed in many forms, in a multitude of
languages ever since. But before going further, here
are two bits of cautionary advice:
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First, prayer shapes theology as theology shapes prayer, meanin_g thaj th9 words Ylu say will shape

*naf you"believe. Thus it iJa wise thing io think criticilly about all such phrases before committing

them to memory.
Second, when iranslating from a fixed language such as Latin, to an ever evolving language such

as Engiish, any effort in-keeping close to the original meaning will requirecons.try! updatjs to
the wird .troi..r; (a primary^."uior why we havelo many translations of the English Bible.) Thus

with these two thoughts in mind, let's dive into the development of the Gloria Patri.

In its very earliest form this was a simple Greek prayer of praise

be to the Son Ghost

to And to the the Holy Ghost

This was a beautiful way of expressing the interworking of the Trinity, emphasizing !o1h t\e r9_dgmqtiy9

role of Christ Jesus in our salrration, aJ weil as the ongolng sanctification of the church by the Holy Spirit.

As Jesus said, no one comes to the Father except through me (John 14:6).

However, by 300 A.D. the Church was being torn apart by the Arian controversy; a heresy thatis still
kept alive in Jehovah's Witness theology today. T[e qaln ggument of the Arian view stated that Jesus

was NOT always co-existent and co-Cqual with God the Falher, but was simply G^gd_'s firs_t creation.
Much heated de-bate ensued. In fact, durlng one of these church debates, the bishop of Myra, Nicholas,

became so upset at the unbiblical assertionl of Arias that he leapt up, crossed^the room and slapped him

across the fa^ce. Despite his display of anger, and subsequent imprisonment for the night do to his 
-

unchristian behavior, the bishop of Mytu would become sainted by the Church and known around the

world for his charity and zealfor the Gospel. In fact, St. Nicholas of My_ra, despite moderating his.
treatment of heretics considerably, continues to demonstrate his love and zeal for the Word of God by

rewarding the faithful, good boyi and girls of the world with a delivery o_f toyp, while punishing the.

heretical"naughty boys ind girli with a lump of coal at Christmastime. (Imagine if he held to his initial
zeal: instead-of singing 

"ur6lr 
door to door, perhaps we would have a "slap a heretic" holiday tradition.

But I digress...)
After trlio universal councils at Nicea, the Church concluded that the Bible authoritatively taught that the

Son and the Holy Spirit were always co-existent and co-equal partners with God the Father: Indeed, God

the Father, God ihe^Son and God the Holy Spirit- Jesus wis indeed of one substance with the Father- three

persons in one Godhead co-equal in power, glory and substance.

bhurch leaders determined the Clorii Patri should be changed to express this theology more clearly

Q.{icea,325 a.d & Constantinople, 3 8 1 AD).

It was a Cappadocian priest, Basil the Great, who resolved this argumglt b^y sggges]lng asubstitution of the

word "and'; ior "throggh," before "Son" and removal of the word o'in," before "the Holy Ghost", thus

expressing equality inlhe nature of all three persons of the Trinity. The Gloria Patri then read:

This satisfied the Church and is still the way we say the first part of Gloria Patri to this day.

The next and biggest change came in the sixth century as the monastic movement was turning all such

spoken prayers i"rito Cregoiian chant. As a way of *ihristianizing" the texl, Catholic monks were required

to sing the 
"Gloria 

Patri a:t the end of every reading from the Psalms. But since Gregorian._ttu-"tt need an

antiplional response, a second phrase wai added: forerer and ever, amen. This additional phrasing is also

quiti niUtcal tecause it was oiten used both in the Old and New Testaments when declaring God's glory
(l Chronicles 29:10, Galatians 1:5, I Timothy 1:17, etc').

But since this short second phrase didn't quite balance with the rhythm 9f the first and since

Arianism was still plaguing ihristianity, to make the eternity of Jesus and the equality of the 
^

iti"ity emphatic, the Jtru.itr added yeianother phrase that was lifted from the opening qf t!9. Gospel of
John, i'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was God, and the Word was with God."
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As was in the beginning, is now

forever and ever, Amen

and will be

Fmm the Pastor Cont.

So now the second expanded phrase became: as was in the beginning, !s. 
n9w and will be forever and ever,

amen, which is the way the Latin version of the Gloria is still iung to this day. With only a slight variation'

this is also the way the English version is sung in the Catholic Church.
gut before we go further, ftmember that this s=econd phrase, "As was in the beginning, is now and will be for-

ever and ever",-was originally meant as a way of emphasizing the eternal character of Jesus, which is what

makes the cugent English veision that we sing in the Protestant Church so confusing. As_Nicholas Ayo, the,

author of Gloria patrilnoted, The various tranilations into English of [this second Latin phrase] have caused

considerable controversy (p. 3 0)

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. world without end. Amen

How then did "forever and ever," become ooworld without end?" For that answer we need to move forward

another thousand years to 1535 and Thomas Cranmer, the Archbishop of Canterbury, who was busy helping

Henry VIII break the Anglican Church away from Rome.

Cranmer,s English translation which was published in the Anglican Bo-qk of Common Prayer. bec.ame the

standard English form of the prayer and is still sung in most mainline Churches to this day. For his translation

work, Cranrier depended heavily on an earlier Anglo-Saxon version of the Gloria which used "world" as a

reference to a period of time. This older prayer read, As it was in the beginning, so now,^and 9v-er, 
and in the

world of worldi (pg37). (As it was in the beginning, is now and ever and in the world of worlds,)

While we still occasionally use "world" as a reference to time, such as "the world of tomorrow," this is a

archaic use of the word; *it"tr hearing "world," few people these days would think of much more than the

planet. Which is where a modern theological problem now shows itself'

One interpretation of Revelation, chapter 20, teaches that Jesus would return after the Millennium, which

would be a golden age when Christian ethics prospered. In 1850's America, this interpretation became

popular u*Jng thosJreform movements promoting abolitio.nism and the Social Gospel; their goal was to

i"dt 
" 

the wori-d better and better until we usher in bod's Millennium. This of course is not only bad Biblical

exegesis, as a theology it was quickly bankrupted by the First and Second World Wars.

Still this idea of a never-ending world that has continued as such from the beginning of time works_well with

Uotfr tn. wording of Cranmer's-version and with modern concepts of evolution versus creationism. Thus, an

uneducated reciiation of Cranmer's Gloria would lead one to think that it is this world, which has been the

same from the beginning and will go on forever. This brings to mind the Apostle Peter's warning that in the

tutt Ouyr scoffers"wil cJme, scoffiig and indulging their own lusts and saying, 'Where is the promise of his

.o111l"gZ For ever since our ancestori died, all ttrings continue as they were from the beginning of creation!'
peter 3":3-4). The Bible assures us that just as the-first world was destroyed by flood, our current world still

has a pending date with fire (2 Peter 3:6-7).

Which brings us back to those two opening cautions:
. That piayer shapes theology u. tn.ology shapes prayer, meaning that the words you say will shape

what you believe.
. And, *h.n translating from a fixed language such as Latin, to an ever evolving language such as

Engiish, any effort in"keeping close to t-he original meaning will require that you must constantly
update your word choices.
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A Happy Modification:
So to both bring clarity to the minds and faith of
those singing this prayer, AND to bring the text
closer to the original emphasis upon Jesus, we will
be singing together:

Glory be to the Father
And to the Son

And to the Holy Ghost
As He was in the beginning

Is now and ever shall be

Word without end,

Amen, Amen.

May the celebration of God's Incarnation, the birth

of Jesus the Christ, fill you with joy as you believe

and receive the good news. For unto us is born this

day... a Savior which is Christ the Lord. And

through Him, all the world will be blessed as the

fullness of God in Trinity is revealed and the long-

awaited atonement for sin is completed from a

humble manger, across a land of temptation, upon a

rugged cross, through an empty tomb, and unto

Glory.

Memy Christmas,

Pastor Aaron

[:irum the Pa.tor Conl.
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All proceeds were given to Local & World Missions

with $500 going to the Gospel Mission

and

$800 going to Samaritans Purse
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MISSION MBMO

Soon after beginning his ministerial career in England in
t852, William Booth abandoned the concept of the traditional
church pulpit in favor of taking the gospel of Jesus Christ directly to
the people.
Wait<ing the streets of London, he preached to the poor, the
homeless, the hungry, and the destitute.
When fellow clergymen disagreed with Booth's unconventional
approach, he and tiis wife Catherine withdrew from the church to
tiain evangelists throughout England. The couple returned to the

East End of London in 1865, where many followers joined their
fight for the souls of lost men and women. within l0 years, their
olganization, operating under the name "The Christian Mission," had over 1,000 volunteers and

evangelists.- 
Thieves, prostitutes, gamblers, and drunkards were among their first converts to

Christianity. an'd soon, thos! converts were also preaching and singing in the streets as living
testimonies to the power of God.

When Bootir read aprinter's proof of the 1878 "Christian Mission" annual report, he

noticed the statement "The'Christian Mission is a volunteer army." Crossing out the words

"volunteer army," he penned in "Salvation Army." From those words came the basis of the

foundation deed of The Salvation Army.
From that point onward, converis became soldiers of Christ and were known then, as

now, as Salvationists. They launched an offensive throughout the British Isles that, in spite of
violence and persecution, Lonvened 250,000 Christians between 1881 and 1885. Their message

spread rapidly, gaining a foothold in America and soon after Canada, Australia, France,

Switzerland, India, South Africa, Iceland, and Germany.
Today, The salvation Army is active in virtually every_corner of the world and serves in

over 100 countries, offering the rnessage of God's healing and hope to all those in need.

(History of the Salvation Army, The Salvation Army website)

The Salvation Army in Klamath Falls provides many services to meet a wide range of-needs:

-B-.ig.rcy relief iervices, such as food pantries, hot meals, emergency shelters, and financial

aid, he$ pebple and families right away when they are in crisis.
. people ian get help from social services like case management, addiction treatment programs'

youth outreaJh, and senior services to get throgeh tough times and rebuild their lives.
". Spitituut advice through chapel servides, Bible studies, and prayer groups helps people who

are looking for faith and connection.
. When diJasters happen, The Salvation Army helps people in need through providing them

food, shelter, and emotional and spiritual support.

And every year, The Salvation Army provides Christmas giftg 19 children who otherwise might

have not have the happy Christmas morning every child should have.

We are againparticipating in the Army's Giving Tree Project. Set up in 4. :ltry to the church,

you'ti frnja tree "decorate-rl" with numbered tagi, each slating a requested gift along withthe age of
ift" UoV or girl making the request. Kathy rodd works wlth our local Salvation Army to pick up the

tugt, ttt"tr rEto- the g'ifts out iottgr.gatibn has purchased. Once you have selected atag, return the

utiowapp"d gift alon!with the ta[. Hease check if the gift regurys batteries and include those as

well. We wJddn't *:*t * e*.ited smile to disappear for lack of a couple of AA batteries.
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Small Groups On Break for the Holidays

Our Small group ministry will be taking the holiday season off as usual through the Christmas

Season. Groups will resume inJanuary wrth a sermon-based discussion format and a bit of a

facelift.

In applying Del Tackett's teachings from The Engagement Proiect (our small group curriculum

from the Fall quarter), our small groups will be re-termed "Life Groups" starting rnJanuary.

Since our group focus has always been onpt:ayer and support of one another, the content of
our groups will be pretty much the same as before with half of our time spent in prayer, and the

other half in diggrng into the lford from the Sermon together.

Group start up details will be announced the frst weeks of January. If you are not in a small

group, the January quarter start up is an ideal time to join one. Sign-ups will be available in

January.

Blessings to you in Christ our Lord,

Pastor Aaron
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Bi e Sched Decemb
Our Sunday Bible class through the book of Romans with D

of December. \We will take 12/29 and 1' /5 off fot the
r. Godfrey continues through most
holiday and resume on 1' /1'2.

Join us Sundays from 9-L0 in the Fireside foom!
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COME WALKWITH US!

15 HEALTH BENEFITS ()F WALKING

lmprove Mood
Burn Calories

lmProve Heart Health

Reduce Rlsk of Chronlc Diseases

Reduce Stress
lmprove SleeP

Boost Brain Power
Alleviate Joint Pain

Delay Onset of Varicose Veins
Sttmulate Digestion

Kickstart lmmune SYstem

Protect Bones
Enhance CreatlvitY

Make other Goals seem More Attainable
Live Longer

MONDAY & THURSDAY - 10 A.M.

PEACE iiE'IIo)RIAL EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

FELLOWSHIP HALL



October 2024
Here is our monthly update on finance:

YTD /Net: . ($ 7,O79.5Il'

Edward Jones CD 1 O I 3I / 24:...$Z 1,684. 18

tdward Jones MM LO / 3L / 24:$35,5 19.89

TOTAL IO/31124: .....$tL7,80/2.37

($ 6,580.62)

Checking LOI3L/24

Operating Income

Monthly Net:

Operating Expenses:..

$ro,467 .52

s 1 7.048. 14

$31,520.86

#29,o77 .++Money Market IO l31124:

Stewardship & Finance Committee

Expenses in October beyond regular operations were: quarterly Federal and State taxes,

postage, annual QuickBooks fees, building insurance, software for sign repairs, office

lquipment for sign repairs, annual fire extinguisher maintenance, roof repairs, local

Missions, and world Missions. So, we had a really big month heading into the end of the

yaffi,but as you can see, we had adequate funds in our checking account. Thank you all for

your support during the Stewardship Drive as we look forward to the Christmas season and

a new year Blessings All! %"lhg {"aa

,#
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ace Memorial
Presbyterian (EPC)

11J I Sonlt 6rh St.

I(/ttnilt Fo//t. OR 9760,i

Phone:541-884 5057

E -nai/: ofi ce@pe a cepres. otg

P a$or: pastoraaro nep@1ahoo. co n

\7e're on the web!
\Www.peaceEPc.com

"like" us on Facebook

"Give thanks in every
circumstance, for this
is God's will for you

in Christ Jesus."

-r Thessalonians 5:18

DEACONS
Paul IKitg - Chau

Debbie Grant

Jocelyn Shellito

Sharon Haddock

Made Gregory

Marjorie Divine

The Deacons meet the thitd Sunday of each

m on th fo llowi ng wots h iP.

Sermons for December:
Advent

The Sermon on the Mount

l2ll - Advent I
The Lord's Prayer
Matthew 6:5-15

l2l8 - Advent II
Fasting
Matthew 6: 16-18

12115- Advent III
Treasures in Heaven
Matthew 6: I9-24

12122- Advent IV
Do Not Be Anxious
Matthew 6:25-34

12124- Christmastide

12129- Sermon on the Mount (Cont.)
Judging Others
Matthew 7: l-6

SESSION/ELDERS
Pastor Aaron Beaty- Moderator

Geri Coker- Mission, StewardshiP &
Finance

Betty Shaw-

Sandi Deatherage-

Pat Gregory-

Gary Scott-

Session Staff positions:

I(athy Todd-

Betty Shaw-

\Worship

Building & Grounds Clerk

Discipleship & Evangelism

Building & Grounds

Treasurer

Financial Secretary


