From the Pastor... Dear Friends,

The week of June 17-20, our denomination, the
Evangelical Presbytetian Church (EPC), held its 44th
stated General Assembly (GA) in Memphis,
Tennessee. This is the annual meeting of the national
council of our denomination, and every pastor (TE)
has a right (obligation) to attend and evety
congregation may (should) send elder (RE)
reperesntatives (2 REs for every 1 TE). This was a
busy and lively assembly. Many things went on at the
assembly, but below is 2 summary of its official
actions. This will be a technical overview of decisions
made and not a commentary on the issues or what we
expetienced. I will shate that assessment in our
August newsletter.

Cleaning House:

To amend the EPC’s constitution requires a majotity
vote of one General Assembly, 2 majority vote of
three-fourths of the presbyteties over the next yeat,
and then a majority vote of the subsequent General
Assembly. Some constitutional changes were made
that wete, in essence, cleaning up language. The Book
of Government (BoG) places the authority ovet a
local church’s budget in the hands of the Session
(board of elders). The GA voted to delete a section
from the BoG on the grounds of redundancy and to
clarify that a church’s financial and budgetary
authority are always vested with the Session unless the
Session delegates otherwise. The GA also completed
the amendment process fot part of the Book of
Discipline to include this line: “Church discipline does
not supersede ot negate the legal responsibility to
report cases of suspected abuse to civil authorities
according to local and state requirements.” This is part
of the denomination’s ongoing wotk of proactively
addressing abuse in the church.

Inter-Denominational Relationships:

The EPC’s formal ecumenical relationships are called
“fraternal partnerships” and are aimed at increasing
cooperation on mission, church planting, theology,
and education with other Reformed denominations
with which we have common theology and interest.
The GA voted to terminate out fraternal partnetship
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with the Association of Charismatic Presbyterian Churches in
Puerto Rico and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of
Peru. The rationale for both is that no real partnership
existed and efforts to rekindle them had been
unsuccessful. The EPC entered into a fraternal
relationship with the National Union of French Protestant
Reformed Churches, a confessional and evangelical
French denomination directly descending from the
Huguenots and John Calvin’s work. (I sexrved on this
committee at General Assembly).
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Pastoral Letter on Racial Lament:

The EPC GA issues pastotal lettets to the church from time-to-time to ptovide guidance to our congregations.
In 2022 the GA formed a committee to draft a pastotal letter on racial lament and hope. That letter was
presented to the GA and officially approved. (There were many points of concern in this letter and I will share
mote on this later)

Communion to the Disabled:

Our Presbytery (Pacific NW) had sent an overtute (formal request) to the GA to initiate the constitutional
amendment process to clarify that people with mental disabilities can receive the Lord’s Suppet. The EPC has
dealt with this issue on-and-off for about 6 years now. The GA tejected that overture, but did form a
committee for the purpose of drafting a pastoral letter addressing the issue of disabilities and coming to the
sacraments.

Transitional Pastors:

The General Assembly also initiated the amendment process for how presbyteries deal with transitional pastors
(intetim pastors) who are ordained in other denominations, want to maintain their ordination in their home
denominations, but still want to temporarily setve an EPC congregation in a transitional role. The proposed
amendment, now sent to the presbyteries for ratification, would still require presbyteries to examine and vet
these transitional pastors, but provide the flexibility to let them serve in that capacity without transferring their
ordination credentials, though a presbytety could still require that if they wished.

Fencing the Table:

Another overture proposed amending the Book of Wotship to instruct ministers to introduce Communion by
indicating only “baptized believers” were invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, rather than the cutrently
wotded “true believers”. The Permanent Judicial Commission (PJC; the EPC’s “supreme court”) issued an
opinion that this overture was incompatible with the EPC’s constitution since it would allegedly erect
extra-biblical barriers to the Lord’s Supper. Fortunately, the assembly rejected the PJC’s opinion.

Unfortunately, the assembly also rejected the otiginal overture. This means the status quo is unchanged:
individual EPC churches and ministers are free to requite baptism as a prerequisite for coming to the Lotd’s
Supper, but are not mandated to do so. The debate on the floor of the assembly was one of the more
interesting theological debates I've seen in the EPC, and provided a good snapshot of our denomination’s
culture.

Side B Christianity:

The big topic this year was the issue of same-sex attraction, celibacy, and ordination. Thete wete a series of
ovettures sent to the assembly to address this issue. The result was the establishment of 2 committee to review
the EPC’s biblical and confessional commitments along with our other documents, such as our position papet
on human sexuality, in order to clarify and strengthen the witness of our church in this area. The committee
will present its final report and recommendations to the General Assembly in 2026. In the intetim, the
assembly expressed its will to all EPC churches and presbyteties to pause ordaining ot admitting into the EPC
as an officer anyone publicly known to be or self-identified as same-sex attracted (even if they are celibate) until
after the committee’s final report. The committee was tasked to address the emerging LGTBQ+ “identity”
seties of issues. While the initial overture dealt only with same gender attracted people who wete celibate, the
committee will address that and the trans-gender (and other alphabet soup issues) in its study and teport. We
will be watching this committee very closely.

Chaplain Policies:

Fort the fourth GA in a row there was a proposal relating to the EPC’s chaplain policies that caused a stir. The
Chaplains Work and Care Committee proposed a constitutional amendment that would have required all
non-military EPC chaplains to receive the sign-off of the EPC’s chaplain endorser (a position that exists to
facilitate EPC-military chaplaincies). A neatly identical proposal was decisively rejected last year. The PJC
issued an opinion that this proposed amendment was incompatible with the rest of the constitution, the
Chaplains Work and Care Committee then retracted its recommendation, and the GA officially rejected it again
for good measure.
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Stated Cletk:
Finally, Dean Weaver was re-elected to a second 3-year term as the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly
(director of the denominational office and the EPC’s public face).

That concludes my overview of the actions of the 44t General Assembly! Next month, I will share my observa-
tions, joys and concerns. Now I'd like to share with you reports from our RE commissioners, Kathy Todd and
Geri Coket.

Blessings to you in Christ our Lord,
Pastor Aaron

From Kathy Todd: It’s hard for me to put into words my reaction to the General Assembly in Memphis last
week. I've only been to one other GA, and when returning from that visit, | was spiritually lifted, full of new
information, and I felt loved by my brothers and sisters in Christ. While the praise team at Hope Church in
Memphis was very talented, it was more “concert like” than worship. I left with a lot of ideas and great
Information, and did leave feeling loved by many, but also excluded from othets.

We had some difficult issues to look at this yeat, one being the Pastoral Letter of Lament regarding
facism. T almost think I need to lament the Lament. What some of the lettet says hurts my heart to think that
we still need to put people in boxes of colot, and tell each other how, when, and what to feel. Messages were
sent from the pulpit (ot stage) often on the subject.

On the positive side, the daily plenary sessions wete full of great information and were interesting and
presented well. The luncheon sessions were also very good with several topics to choose from such as the
return of the neighborhood church (like Peace), and how cohorts can be a great tool for pastors when
organized and well attended. Some of this information was helpful for small groups leadership.

I petsonally was able to reconnect with pastors and ruling elders that have become friends since being a part
of the EPC family. It is always amazing that we can all come together from all corners of the United States with
our focus on the Lord. The people from Memphis and the host church were amazing and their hospitality was
spot on. There are mega churches and small churches in our denomination, and we all share the good Word of
God, and share and comfort each other with out burdens. Praise the Lord!

From Geri Coker: GA was a mixed bag of positive and negative. On the negative side, red flags wete raised
ovet what I saw as misuse of leadership position, using a position to manipulate the discourse and being termed
"disrespectful” or "uncivil" when attention was called to it. It was a reminder that we must be diligent to hold
leaders accountable (see Galatians 2:11-14 “But when Cephas came to Antioch, T opposed him to his face, be-
cause he stood condemned. For befote cettain men came from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when
they came he dtew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party. And the rest of the Jews acted
hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. But when I saw that their
conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live
like 2 Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?” ).

I also found many of the "worship setvices" to be less about worshipping God and more about directing emo-
tions. Call me old-fashioned, but it bothered me to be in an auditorium-style sanctuary and there wasn't a pew
Bible in sight. I am so thankful to be in a smaller church whete the Gospel is preached and we don't sing "how
great is out God" thirty times to showcase a praise team.

But thete was much more that was positive. I was assigned to a committee that had to deal with some hot
issues. The discussion was balanced and respectful, praying from time to time to redirect us towards
discetnment, and the upshot was to call for an ad-intetrim committee to fully investigate the ramifications of
these overtures, rather than, "Nope, we need to do it NOW!" Disagreements- and, boy, were there
disagreements- wete handled as just that, but love for Christ's church was amply evident.

The best parts wete the plenary sessions (the whole body attending) and the networking lunches (smaller
group interests). We had some outstanding speakers and I came home with great information and a zillion ideas.
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"During dinner on Wednesday we were delighted to see Harold Heaton at
the next table! You have a doppelganger Harold!"

MISSION MEMO

Thank you to all who participated in the Pregnancy Hope Center's Baby Bottle
Drive! And thank you to Kathy for transporting the filled bottles to the Center. As
you know, these funds support the Center's many ministries, including

"Prevention Education Coordinators. Aaron Hreha, an associate pastor at Calvary

Chapel, and his wife Abigail will be networking and scheduling presentations on

abstinence as a strategy for preventing pregnancy and STDs. In a culture fraught
with promotion of risky behavior, it's more important than ever that we

proactively reach teens with a much better message.
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APPEAL FOR ASSISTANCE

A woman in our community suffers from OCD, Obsessive Canning Disorder. The anxiety
brought on by this disorder can be debilitating. The sight of fruit ripening combined with lids
without jars can trigger uncontrollable panic attacks. Would you be willing to help this
woman? Please check your storage areas for any half-pint canning jars you might have. She
also takes wide-mouth quart jars, as well as Classico Spaghetti Sauce jars (as we head into
fall, her symptoms become more acute). You can bring your jar gifts and leave them in the
kitchen. Geri Coker will make sure she gets them.

And if this isn't sad enough, she also suffers from OBD, Obsessive Baking Disorder. Mega
doses of rhubarb help immensely, so if you have extra rhubarb, she would be so grateful.

To my church family,

My thanks to all the persons who planned and arranged the surprise
announcement of my retirement from Peace Ringers Handbell choir, and also to
all those who gave cards and well-wishes. I was overwhelmed with emotion.

I recognize the ringers who have given of their time and efforts to keep the
wonderful sound of the bells resounding within the walls of Peace Memorial.
They supported me all the way and I do hope and pray that the bell choir will
prosper under the competent hands of the next director. May God our father
continue to be glorified by their efforts. Shewyl Keady

July Birthdays July Anniversaries
17" Ann Wincentsen 25" Dennie & Sandra Deatherage

Our Sunday morning Bible class will resume in September. Watch in the August newsletter to
see what journey we will be taking next through the Scriptures! '
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Stewardship & Finance Committee

May 2024 \
Here is our monthly update on finance:

Operating INCoOme:.........c.ccoeevviniiniinninnnn. $11,895.41
Operating EXpenses:........cccocovvviiiniinnnn, $19,761.18
Monthily NEt v wmenanamssbisstsnsmusn s srensasns ($ 7,865.77)
YTD /NEt:veoreeereeereesenns ($ 6,615.24)
Checking 5/31/24:............... $62,444.42
Money Market 5/31/24:........ $33,030.43
Endowment 5/31/24:............ $21,353.84

\ TOTAL 5/31/24:.....ocreeen... $116,828.69 /

Expenses in May beyond regular operations: Building insurance, Presbytery and General
Assembly askings, General Assembly attendance (more expenses to come in June-July), and

piano tuning,

Building and Grounds

Volunteers Needed: We are

looking for volunteers to help with

groundskeeping needs (such as

mowing, watering and weeding)
on the church property. Please mgs

your contact information and any §

days you might be available to

help. Thank youl!
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July 2024

August 2024

(Fireside Room)

for Newsletter

J u ly 2 024 Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
12 3 4 5 6 12 3
7 8 9 10 1 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 93 10
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 19 12 13 14 15 16 17
21 22 23 28 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Jun 30 Jul 1 2 3 4 5 6
10:00am Women's Group Office Closed
(Fireside Room)
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
10:30am Communion 12:00pm Session 10:00am Women's Group 10:30am PMWMG 10:30am Missions & Office Closed
(Fireside Room) Outreach
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
10:30am Worship 4:00pm 10:00am Women's Group Office Closed
Stewardship/Finance (Fireside Room)
11:00am Discipleship Mtg
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
10:30am Worship 1:00pm Building & 10:00am Women's Group 12:30pm PMWMG Bible Office Closed
11:30am Deacons Grounds (Fireside Room) Study
28 29 30 31 Aug 1 2 3
10:30am Worship 10:00am Women's Group Articles due to the office

office peacepres.org

6/27/2024 11:48 AM
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Peace Memorial
" Presbytetian (EPC)

4431 South 6th St.
Klamarh Falls, OR 97603

Phone: 541-884-5057
E-mail- office@peacepres.org
Pastor: pastoraaronepa@yahoo.com

We’re on the web!

Www.peaceEPC.com

“like” us on Facebook

“Give thanks in every
circumstance, for this
is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus.”

-1 Thessalonians 5:18

EACONS
Paul King - Chair

Susan Orton

Jocelyn Shellito

Debbie Grant

Matjorie Divine

The Deacons meet the third Sunday of each

month following worship.

Sermons for July:
Ordinary Time

I Thessalonians

~ 7/7- Faith and Suffering
I Thessalonians 2:9-16

7/14 - Our Glory and Joy
I Thessalonians 2:17-3:5

7/21-  Your Faith and Love
I Thessalonians 3:6-13

7/28 A Life Pleasing to God
I Thessalonians 4:1-12

SESSION/ELDERS

Pastor Aaron Beaty- Moderator
Noreen Rhoades- Clerk/ Discipleship

Kathy Todd- Finance & Stewardship
Geri Coket- Mission and Outreach

Sandi Deatherage- Building and Grounds

Betty Shaw- Worship

Stephen Goode- Building and Grounds



