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Frorn the Pastor... Dear Friends,

The week ofJune t7-20, our denomination, the

Evangelical Presbytetian Chutch @PC), held its 44th

stated General Assembly (GA) rn Memphis,
Tennessee. This is the annual meeting of the national

council of our denomination, and every pastor CIE)
has a dght (obligation) to attend and every

congregation may (should) send elder (R'E)

reperesntatives (2 REs for every 1 TE)' This was a

busy and lively assembly. Many things went on at the

assembly, but below is a summary of its official
actions. This will be a technical overview of decisions

made and not a cofirmefitaty on the issues or what we

experienced. I will shate that assessmeflt in out
August newsletter.

Cleaning Flouse:
To amend the EPC's constitution tequires a maioity
vote of one Genetal Assembly, a naiority vote of
thtee-fourths of the presbyteries over the next year,

and then a maioity vote of the subsequent Genetal

Assembly. Some constitutional changes wete made

that were, in essence, cleaning up language. The Book

of Govetnment (BoG) places the authority over a

local chutch's budget in the hands of the Session

(board of eldets). The GA voted to delete a secd'on

ftom the BoG on the grounds of redundancy and to

claify that a church's financial and budgetary

authodty ate alvrays vested with the Session unless the

Session delegates otherwise. The GA also completed

the amendment process fot part of the Book of
Discipline to include this line: "Chutch discipline does

not supersede or negate the legal tesponsibility to

report cases of suspected abuse to civil authorities

according to local and state requirements." This is part

of the denomination's ongoing work of ptoactively

addtessing abuse in the church'

Intet-Denominational Relationships :

The EPC's formal ecumenical relationships are called

"ftatetnalpartnetships" and ate aimed at increasing

cooperation on mission, church planting, theology,

andlducation with other Refotmed denominations

with which we have colnmon theology and interest'

The GA voted to terminate our ftaternal partne$hip

with the Association of Charismatic Presblterian Churches rn

Puetto Rico and the Reforned Presblteian Church of
Peru. The rationale fot both is that no teal partnership

existed and efforts to rekindle them had been

unsuccessfirl. The EPC enteted into a fraterrral

relationship vrith the National Union of French Prutestant

keforrzed Churches, a confessional and evangelical

Fiench denomination directly descending from the

Huguenots andJohn Calvin's wotk. (I served on this

committee at Genetal AssemblY).
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t'-rom the Pa$or Cont.

Pastoral Letter on Racial Lament:
The EPC GA issues pastoral letters to the chuch from time-to-time to provide guidance to our congregations.

In2022 the GA formed a committee to draft apastonlletter on nciallamett and hope. That letter was

presented to the GA and officially approved. (Ihete were many points of concem in this letter and I will share

more on this later)

Communion to the Disabled:
Our Presbytery pacific N$Q had sent an overnue (formal tequest) to the GA to initiate the constitutional

amendment process to clari$' that people with mental disabilities can teceive the Lord's Supper. The EPC has

dealt with this issue on-and-off for about 6 years now. The GA rejected that ovetture, but did form a

committee for the pu4)ose of &afting a pastoral letter addtessing the issue of disabilities and coming to the

sacfaments.

Transitional Pastors:
The General Assembly also initiated the amendment process fot how ptesbyteries deal with transitional pastors

(interim pastors) who are ordained in other denominations, want to maintain their ordination in their home

denominations, but still want to temporarily sewe an EPC congtegation in a transitional role. The proposed

amendment, now sent to the presbyteries for tatification, would still require presbyteties to examine and vet

these transitional pastors, but provide the flexibility to let them serve in rhat capacity without tansfening their

ordination credentials, though a presbytery could still require thatrf they wished.

Fencing the Table:
Another overture proposed amending the Book of \[/otship to instruct ministers to introduce Communion by

indicating only "baptized believers" were invited to partake of the Lord's Supper, tather than the cunently

worded "true believers". The PermanentJudicial Commissio" GJC; the EPC's "supreme coutt') issued an

opinion that this overture was incompatible with the EPC's constitution since it would allegedly erect

exta-biblical barriers to the Lord's Supper. Fortunately, the assembly reiected the PJC's opinion.

Unfortunately, the assembly also rejected the original ovetture. This means the status quo is unchanged:

individual EPC chuches and ministers are fr.ee to require baptism as a prerequisite for coming to the Lord's

Supper, but are not mandated to do so. The debate on the floor of the assembly was one of the more

interesting theological debates I've seen in the EPC, and provided a good snapshot of out denomination's

cultue.

Side B Chdstianity:
The big topic this year was the issue of same-sex attraction, celibacy, and otdination. There were a sedes of
overtures sent to the assembly to address this issue. The tesult was the establishment of a cornmittee to teview

the EPC's biblical and confessional commitments along with our other documents, such as our position paper

on human sexuality, in order to claify and strengthen the witness of our chuch in this area. The committee

will present its final report and recommendations to the General Assembly n 2026.In the interim, the

assembly expressed its will to all EPC churches and ptesbyteries to pause ordaining or admitting into the EPC

as an officer anyone publicly known to be or self-identified as same-sex attracted (even if they are celibate) until
after the committee's final report. The committee was tasked to address the emetging LGTBQ+ "identity"
series of issues. 'While the initial overture dealt only with same gender attracted people who were celibate, the

committee will address that and the tans-gender (and other a$habet soup issues) in its study and report' We

will be watching this committee very closely.

Chaplain Policies:
For the fourth GA ifl a row there was a proposal relating to the EPC's chaplain policies that caused a stir. The

Chaplains \Work ztdCar.e Committee proposed a constitutional amendment that would have tequired all

tton-milit"ry EPC chaplains to teceive the sign-off of the EPC's chaplain endotser (a position that exists to

faclhtate EPC-military chaplaincies). A neady identical proposal was decisively reiected lastyear. The PJC

issued an opinion that this proposed amendment was incompatible with the test of the constitution, the

Chaplains Work rndCare Committee then retracted its recommendation, and the GA officialty rejected ttLg in
for good measure.
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Stated Clerk:
Finally, Dean Weaver was re-elected to a second 3-yeat term as the Stated Clerk of the Genetal Assembly

(director of the denominational office and the EPC's public face).

That concludes my overview of the actions of the 44th GeneralAssembly! Next month, I will share my obsewa-

tions, joys and concems. Now I'd like to shate with you reports ftom out RE commissioners, K"thy Todd and

Geri Coker.

Blessings to you in Chdst out Lord,
Pastor Aaton

P-rom the Pa$or Cont.

From Kathy Todd: It's hard for me to put into words my teaction to the General Assembly in Memphis last

week. I've only been to one other GA, and when returning from that visit, I was spiritually lifted, frrll of new

information, and I felt loved by -y brothers and sisters in Chdst. While the praise te^m 
^t 

Hope Church in

Memphis was verry talented, it was more "concert like" than wotship. I left with a lot of ideas and great

Information, and did leave feeling loved by manl, but also excluded from others.

We Lad some difficult issues to look at this year, ofle being the Pastotal Letter of Lament tegarding

racism. I almost think I need to lament the Lament. \7hat some of the lettet says hurts my heart to think that

we still need to put people in boxes of colot, and tell each other how, when, and what to feel. Messages wete

sent ftom the pulpit (or stage) often on the subiect.

On the poriti". side, the daily plenary sessions were full of greatinformation and wete intetesting and

presented well. The luncheon sessions were also very good with several topics to choose from such as the

ieturn of the neighborhood church (ike Peace), and how cohorts can be a' great tool for pastors when

orgarized and well attended. Some of this infotmation was helpful fot small groups leadership.

I personally was able to reconnect with pastors and ruling eldets that have become friends since being 
^ 

p?t-t

of the EPC family. It is always amazingthat we can all come together from all corners of the United States with

our focus on the Lord. The people ftom Memphis and the host church were amazingand their hospitality was

spot on. There are mega churches and small churches in our denomination, and we all shate the good Word of
God, and shate and comfott each other with our butdens. Ptaise the Lotd!

From Geri Coker: GA was a mixed bag of positive and negative. On the negative side, ted flags were raised

ovet what I saw as misuse of leadership position, using a position to manipulate the discoutse and being termed

"disrespectful" or "uncivil" when attention was called to it. It was a temindet that we must be diligent to hold

leaders-accountable (see Galatians 2:77-74 "But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, be-

cause he stood condemned. For before certain men came ftomJames, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when

they came he drew back and separated himself, fearargthe circumcision party. And the rest of the Jews acted

hy;rocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. But when I saw that their

conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas befote them all, "If you, though a Jew, live

like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?" ).
I also found many of the "worship services" to be less about worshipping God and more about directing emo-

tions. CalI me old-fashioned, but it bothered me to be in an auditorium-style sanctuary and thete wasn't a pew

Bible in sight. I am so thankful to be in a smaller church whete the Gospel is preached and we don't sing "how

great is our God" thirty times to showcase a praise team.

But there was much more that was positive. I was assigned to a committee that had to deal with some hot

issues. The discussion was balanced and respectful, praying from time to time to redirect us towards

discernment, and the upshot was to call for an ad-interim committee to firlly investigate the nmifications of
these overtures, rather than, "Nope, we need to do it NOW!" Disagteements- and, boy, were there

disagreements- were handled as just that, but love for Christ's chutch was amply evident.

ihe best parts were the plenary sessions (the whole body attending) and the netwotking lunches (smallet

group interests). We had some outstanding speakers and I came home with great information and a zillion ideas.
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"During dinner on Wednesday we were delighted to see Harold Heaton at

the next table! You have a doppelganger Harold!"

MISSION MEMO

Thank you to all who participated in the Pregnancy Hope Center's Baby Bottle

Drive! And thank you to Kathy for transporting the filled bottles to the Center. As

you know, these funds support the Center's many ministries, including

"Prevention Education Coordinators. Aaron Hreha, an associate pastor at Calvary

Chapel, and his wife Abigail will be networking and scheduling presentations on

abstinence as a strategy for preventing pregnancy and STDs. In a culture fraught

with promotion of risky behavioq it's more important than ever that we

proactively reach teens with a much better message.
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APPEAL FOR ASS/STANCE
A woman in our community suffers from OCD, Obsessive Canning Disorder. The anxiety

brought on by this disordei can be debilitating. The sight of fruit ripening combined. with lids

without jars ian trigger uncontrollable panic attacks. Would you be willing to help_ this

*o-u1f Please check your storage areas for any half-pint canning jars you might have. She

also takes wide-mouth quart jars,as well as Classico Spaghetti Sauce jars (as we head into
fall, her symptoms become more acute). You can bring your jar gifts and leave them in the

kitchen. Geri Coker will make sure she gets them.

And if this isn't sad enough, she also suffers from OBD, Obsessive Baking Disorder. l4.gu
doses of rhubarb help immensely, so if you have extra rhubarb, she would be so grateful.

To my church family,
My thanks to all the persons who planned and arranged the surprise

announcement of my retirement from Peace Ringers Handbell choir, and also to

all those who gave cards and well-wishes. I was overwhelmed with emotion.
I recogntze the ringers who have given of their time and efforts to keep the

wonderful sound of the bells resounding within the walls of Peace Memorial.
They supported me all the way and I do hope and pray that the bell choir will
prosper under the competent hands of the next director. May God our father
continue to be glorified by their efforts. qhfilrll&.r.tuI
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Tu[u tsirthfavs

-

r/h Anrt ^Wlncentsen

ivers

25tn Derlrlie & Sartf,ra Deatherage

:\

rIj
i1

.?:

Our Sunday morning Bible class will resume in September. Watch in the August
see what journey we will be taking next through the Scriptures!

the FallSmall Gro

SundaY Bible Class will Resume in the Fall
newsletter to

Res
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May 2024
Here is our monthly update on finance:

Operating Income:. ...

TOTAL 5/31124: .....$tL6,828.69

(# 7,865.771

$ 19.761 .18

YTD /Net
Checking 5l31124

Endowment 5/ 31124

Monthly Net:

Money Market 5/31 124:

$ 1 1,895.41

Operating Expenses:.

($ 0,6 15.24)

$62,444.42

$3g,ogo.+g

$z t,359.8+

Stewardship & Finance Committee

Expenses in May beyond regular operations: Building insurance, Presbytery and General

Assembly askings, General Assembly attendance (more expenses to come inJune-July), and

piano tuning. d4aflrg {oaa

Building and Grounds

Volunteers Needed: We are

looking for volunteers to help with

groundskeeping needs (such as

mowing, watering and weeding)

on the church property. Please

leave a message at the office with

your contact information and any

days you might be available to

help. Thank you!
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Memorial
Presbyterian (EPC)

1li I S'onb 6tlt St.

K/tutttilt Ftr/A, OR 9t60J

Phone: 541 -884-5057

E -nai /: ffi ce@peacEres. org

P astor: partoraarunePc@1ahoo. con

\Ve're on the web!
\Www.peaceEPC.com

"]ike" us on Facebook

"Give thanks in every
circumstance, for this
is God's will for you

in Christ Jesus."

-r Thessalonians 5:18

DEACONS
Paul I{itg - Chatt

Susan Orton

Jocelyn Shellito

Debbie Grant

Marjorie Divine

The Deacons meet the thitd Sunday of each

m on th fo llowing wots h iP.

Sermons for July:
Ordinary Time

I Thessalonians

717 - Faith and Suffering
I Thessalonians 2:9-16

7ll4 - Our Glory and JoY
I Thessalonians 2 : I 7 -3 : 5

' 7l2l- Your Faith and Love
I Thessalonians 3:6-13

7128 A Life Pleasing to God
I Thessalonians 4: l-12

SESSION/ELDERS
Pastor Aaron Reaty- Moderator

Noreen Rhoades- Clerk/ Discipleship

I(athy Todd- Finance & Stewardship

Geri Coker- Mission and Outreach

Sandi Deatherage- Building and Grounds

Betty Shaw- \TorshiP

Stephen Goode- Building and Gtounds

t


