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Why the Resurrection Changes Everything

By Matthew Bartett, director of the Center for Classical Theology (Used with permission)

Does the tesurrection of Christ matter? Does it truly make a difference? The apostle Paul sure thought so. In
writing to the Corinthians, Paul was faced with the startling news that some in Corinth denied the future
resurrection of the body. Such a view was adopted by many in the Greco-Roman wortld. Death was the end.
Actually, not much has changed since the first century. Today, the same view is held by skeptics of the faith.

What was so shocking, howevet, is that in Paul’s day, some Christians, who affirmed the bodily resurrection of
Jesus, nonetheless denied the future resurrection of the body. Paul responds with boldness, arguing that you
cannot have one without the other. If there is no future resurrection for believers, then Christ himself has not
been raised! And if Christ has not been raised, then everything changes. Let’s explore the consequences of the
resurrection of Christ for the Christian life.

1. The tesurrection of Christ is inseparable from the gospel of Christ.

In | € crmihiins |- Paul begins by reminding his brothets of the “gospel I preached to you ... by which you
are being saved” (15:2). This gospel, Paul says, revolves around the death of Christ, who d1ed for our sins 1n
accordance with the Scripture” (15:3). But notice, Paul

does not end there. Christ did not remain dead, but he

was also “raised on the third day in accordance with

the Scriptures” (15:4), before appearing to his In this Months’> Edition

disciples. Have we, as gospel-centered,

gospel-saturated believers, left the resurrection out of From the Pastor

our gospel message? I know I am guilty. After
reflecting on an opportunity I had to share the gospel
with an unbeliever, I suddenly realized that not once Sunday Bible Class.....ceoererrrerersrcneecsnsanns
had I mentioned, at least in any depth, the i

resurrection of Christ. I fear that my experience is not Food Bank MiSSIOMN ..cveeeeeseeeeresssmiisiinienss
my own, but that of evangelicals everywhere. But Paul
teaches us that we must come to grips with the
biblical reality that the resurrection of Chiist cannot Financial Report ..icucsiimiisisismiasision
be divorced from the death of Christ when we speak

about the gospel. Should we separate the two, we will Kitchen Sale...............cusimsassisasossissonmasnss
seriously miss the significance of the resurrection for
our salvation. As Thomas Schreiner states, “Christ’s
death and resurrection are inseparable in effecting
salvation.”
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2. The resurrection of Christ is the fuel that
ignites our preaching to a lost world.

Ask yourself this: Would your preaching look
any different if Christ had not risen from the
dead? If your answer to that question is no,
then there is a serious problem. For Paul, the
resurrection of Christ made all the difference in
the world when it came to preaching. If Christ
has not been raised, Paul says, “then our
preaching is in vain” (15:14).The reason is sim-
ple: you are misrepresenting God, for you are
preaching that he raised Christ when he did no
such thing (15:15). In short, if Christ did not
rise from the grave, we have no good news.

3. The resurrection of Christ saves.

Perhaps the most sobering statement Paul
makes in is that “if Christ has

not been raised, your faith is futile and you are
still in your sins” (15:17). So often we limit our
understanding of salvation to the death of
Christ. And certamly the death of Christ, as

Paul says in [20 , s the very basis
of our justification. It is through his “one act of
righteousness” ( ), the “propitiation
by his blood” (Ko '), that sinners are
declared righteous in God’s sight. But there is
more, much more, to be said. Not only does the
substitutionary death of Christ save, but so also
does his resurrection. For example, Paul states
in that like Abraham we are
counted righteous for we believe in him “who
raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was
delivered up for our trespasses and raised for
our justification.”By raising Jesus from the
dead, God declared his satisfaction and approv-
al of the payment Christ made on our behalf,
for our sins, on the Cross. And as those who are
in Christ (2 (
), God’s approval of Chrlst s substltutlonary
death, demonstrated in raising Jesus from the
dead, is likewise directed towards us, so that
when we believe we receive the favor of God.
Therefore, our justification is a real conse-
quence of Christ’s resurrection. No wonder

M. .‘.{...|| :-.!1

Paul can say that “if Christ has not been raised,
your faith is futile and you are still in your
sins” ). And if we are still in our
sins, we have no confidence, no assurance of
our salvation whatsoever. It is no overstatement
to say, then, that the resurrection of Christ
saves.

4. The resurrection of Christ is the basis for
future hope.

How practical Christ’s resurrection is—
precisely because Christ has been raised, we
can tell those looking into the casket of their
loved ones that this is not the end of the story.If
your loved ones believe in Christ then even
though they have “fallen asleep” they have fall-
en asleep “in Christ” (I Cor. 15:18). And since
they are united to this resurrected Christ, they
have not perished but their soul has gone to be
with Christ ( ), and they await that day
when they will receive their resurrected body.
As Paul tells the Corinthians, Christ’s resurrec-
tion is the firstfruits of that great harvest to
come. Though death came by the first Adam, in
the second Adam “shall all be made alive”
(15:22). Apart from the resurrection of Christ,
we have no future hope. As Paul says in no un-
certain terms, if Christ has not been raised then
we, out of all people, are to be “pitied,” for our
hope in Christ fails to extend beyond this pre-
sent life ( -19). But since Christ has
been raised, we are those who can look death in
the face knowing that it has no final victory, no
lasting sting ( 15:3 ). Ilove how
Paul ends | Corinthians 13, “Therefore, my be-
loved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, al-
ways abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in
vain” (15:58). Because Christ is risen, we, as
those who are in Christ, have every assurance
that our labor in sharing this gospel of the risen
Christ is not pointless or without purpose, but
will matter for all eternity. Therefore, do not
forget this Easter that the resurrection of Christ
changes everything. Without it, we have no
gospel, no salvation, no saving message, and
certainly no future hope.
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May Birthdays May Anniversaries
2" Susan Hauser ¥ Rod & Kathy Todd
5t Noreen Rhoades 3  Aaron & Krista Beaty

6"  Jocelyn Shellito
12" Sheryl Keady
15" Geri Coker

=

e

r
¥, R eformed &

Sunday Bible Class
With R.C. Sproul & Pastor Aaron
Sundays, 9-10AM
Church Fireside Room
3/30-5/25
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Klamath-Lake Counties

FOOD BANK

FOOD BANK-MISSION

Mom I’'m Hungry Campaign
We have a barrel in the fellowship hall for Klamath Food
Bank. Unfortunately, it is pretty empty. Knowing that

everyone is suffering. With the cost of food due to the

economy many moms and dads are having a really hard
time feeding their children. Mission is starting a
Campaign to donate some food to the Food Bank to help
those less fortunate than us. If possible can you please
drop off a couple cans of food or jars of peanut butter for
the cause?

Thank you in advance.

Blessings to you,

Jan Vercruysse
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May 2025 June 2025
May 2025 Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
12 3 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 8 9 10 1 12 13 14
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 29 30
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Apr 27 28 29 30 May 1 2 3
Office Closed
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:00am Sunday Bible 10:00am Women's Small 2:15pm Peace Ringer 10:30am Missions & Office Closed
Class (Fireside Room) Group (Fireside Room) Rehearsal Outreach
10:30am Communion 2:30pm King Life Group 3:30pm Peace Singers
Rehearsal
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:00am Sunday Bible 12:00pm Session 10:00am Women's Small 10:302am PMWMG Office Closed
Class (Fireside Room) Group (Fireside Roomn) 2:15pm Peace Ringer
10:30am Worship 2:30pm King Life Group Rehearsal
3:30pm Peace Singers
Rehearsal
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:00am Sunday Bible 1:00pm Building & 10:00am Women's Small 2:15pm Peace Ringer Office Closed
Class {Fireside Room) Grounds Group (Fireside Room) Rehearsal
10:30am Worship 4:00pm 11:00am Discipleship Mtg 3:30pm Peace Singers
11:30am Deacons Stewardship/Finance 2:30pm King Life Group Rehearsal
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
9:00am Sunday Bible 10:00am Women's Small Articles due to the office Office Closed
Class (Fireside Room) Group (Fireside Roam) for Newsletter
10:30am Worship 2:30pm King Life Group 12:30pm PMWMG Bible
12:00pm Youth Group Study
2:15pm Peace Ringer
3:30pm Peace Singers

office peacepres.org
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Stewardship & Finance Committee

March 2025 \
Here is our monthly update on finance:

Operating INCOME:........c..oviuniiiiiiniiiinennnn. $12,726.52
Operating EXpenses:.......ccoocovvviiieinncnnnns $12,070.37
Monthly Net:....oovveeiineeiineeiriiiiniicinenns $ 656.15
YTD /Nt nnreeeeeerererereeoesenens ($ 416.03)
Checking 3/31/25:............... $36,211.48

Money Market 3/31/25:....... $29,880.53
Edward Jones CD 3/31/25:...$21,733.47
Edward Jones MM 3/31/25: $36,168.18

\ TOTAL 3/31/25:.......co00mm0m0 $124,077.25 /

Expenses in March beyond regular operations wete: Presbytery and General Assembly askings,
cutticulum, discipleship, evangelism (world mission), music supplies, worship supplies,
organ fund, and hand bell fund.

Wathy
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esh made scones availaﬂ‘e
oﬂeeand Tea """

Please bring in any GENTLY USED kitchen
items you would like to donate and leave
them on the large round tables at the rear
of the Fellowship Hall. NO FOOD PLEASE!
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PPeace Memorial
Presbyterian (EPC)

4431 Sourh 6th St.
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

Phone: 541-884-5057
E-mail: office@peacepres.org
DPastor: pastoraaronepa@)yakoo.com

We’re on the web!
Www.peaceEPC.com

“like” us on Facebook

“Give thanks in every
circumstance, for this
is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus.”

-1 Thessalonians 5:18

DEACONS
Paul King - Chair
Debbie Grant

Jocelyn Shellito

Sharon Haddock

Marie Gregory
Marjorie Divine

The Deacons meet the third Sunday of each
month following worship.

Sermons for May:

From JOHN

5/4-  Jesus Appears to the Disciples

Jn. 20:19-23
Ps. 119

Sin and Shin 161-168

5/11- Jesus and Thomas

Jn 20:24-30
Ps. 119

Taw 169-176

5/18- Jesus Appears to Seven Disciples

Jn. 21:1-14

Peter’s Denial and Jesus’ Death and Burial

5/25- Jesus and Peter

Jn. 21:15-19

SESSION/ELDERS

Pastor Aaron Beaty-
Geri Coker-

Betty Shaw-
Sandi Deatherage-

Pat Gregory-
Gary Scott-

Session Staff positions:

Kathy Todd-
Betty Shaw-

Moderator

Mission, Stewardship &
Finance

Worship

Building & Grounds Clerk
Discipleship & Evangelism
Building & Grounds

Treasurer

Financial Secretary



