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“QOne of the most important discoveries made in
Israel this century.” —Ariel David and Ruth
Schuster, reporters for the Israeli newspa-

per Haaretz.'

“A stunning trio of early Christian (3rd century)
inscriptions.” —Christopher Rollston, Professor of
Northwest Semitic L.anguages and Literatures and
chairman of the Department of Classical and Near
Eastern Languages and Civilizations at the George
Washington University.”

What is it that has these reporters and a linguistic
expert so excited? It is the discovery and further
study of three mosaic texts in pristine condltton that
were excavated in 2005 by Yotam Tepper® on behalf
of the Israel Antiquities Authority and that I focused
on in my prayer letter from the spring of 2022.
Rollston has now provided a detailed analysis of the
inscriptions. They were found in a 16.4 x 32.8—foot
(5 x 10-m) room in a building used by officers of
the Roman Legio VI Ferrata (“Sixth Ironclad Le-
gion”) in the Jewish-Samaritan village of Kefar
‘Othnay, on the grounds of the Megiddo Prison 1.8
miles (2.9 km) south of Tel Megiddo in northern Is-
rael. Coins and the typology of the script of the texts
indicate that the room was constructed in about AD
230. This was a time when Christianity was consid-
ered an illegal religion. It was not until the reign of
Constantine (306-337) that Christianity was legal-
ized. The building was abandoned in the later part of
the third century, probably during the reign of
Diocletian (284-305), who carried out extensive
reforms of the Roman Empire and its army. When
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the building was dismantled, someone intentionally
protected its mosaic floor by covering it with pottery
sherds and large sections of wall plaster. Thus it was
preserved in its condition in the late third century
until it was excavated in our own times.
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In the center of the floor was the base of a
communion table with inscribed mosaic panels just
to the north and south of it. The excavators called
the room a “Christian Prayer Hall,” but, because of
the presence of the communion table, Rollston
prefers the broader term “Chnsnan Worship Hall,”
which is more appropriate.” The three texts were the
“Gaianus Inscription” in the north panel, which
names Gaianus the centurion as the benefactor of the
mosaic floor; the “Akeptous Inscription” on the west
side of the south panel; and the “Women
Inscription” on the east side of the south panel. All
three texts provide important insight into a
remarkable early Christian enclave active within the
Roman army.
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Megiddo worship hall's mosaic panels and communion table base. Photo by Niki Da-
vidov / Israel Antiquities Authority.

The Gaianus Inscription. “Gaianos, who is also called Porphyry, a centurion, our brother,
having earnestly desired to do so, has commissioned this mosaic-inscription. Brutus has
done the work.”> The name Porphyry is Greek, so Gaianus had both a Roman name and a
Greek name that he used in non-Roman circles, just as in the New Testament there are
individuals with both a Hebrew name and a Greek name used in non-Jewish circles, such as
Saul/Paul. Centurions are mentioned a number of times in the New Testament, some of
them believers (Cornelius, Acts 10; Mt 8:5-13, 27:54). The north panel also included a
medallion depicting two fish. The fish, of course, was an early Christian symbol, as the
letters in() the Greek word for “fish” served as an acronym for “Jesus Christ God’s Son
Savior.”

The Akeptous Inscription. Of the three inscriptions, the Akeptous Inscription has received
the most attention. It states, “Akeptous, the friend of God, has offered the table to God Jesus
Christ (for) remembrance.”” An article in the Greek sentence indicates that Akeptous was a
woman.® Reference to “the table,” of course, is an allusion to the communion table
immediately to the north of the mosaic panel. Of greatest import is the phrase “God Jesus
Christ,” as the inscription is nearly a century earlier than the Council of Nicaea, which was
convened in AD 325 to settle the question of the divinity of Christ. The Council determined
that Jesus, just like the Father, merits the title of God (Theos).
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Akeptous Inscription. The words “God Jesus Christ” appear at the end of the fifth line;

they are abbreviated, as indicated by the line above the letters. @Q =

OEQ, Theos (“God”); 1Y = IHZOY, Iésou (“Jesus”); XQ = XPIXZTQ, Christo (“Christ”).
Photo by Vesafis Tzferris - www.cojs.org, Wikimedia Commons, November 25,2021, CC
BY-SA 4.0.

The Women Inscription. “Remember Primilla and Cyriaca and Dorothea, and moreover also
Chreste.”’ Primilla is “a good Latin name” and the other three are “common Greek

names.”'’ These four women evidently were prominent members of the fellowship. It is
interesting that, with these and the donor of the communion table, five of the seven people
named in the three texts are women. This bears out the New Testament portrayal of the
important role women played in the early church. This is in stark contrast to Roman society,
where women generally had a subservient status.

As a side note, a Christian worship center in Dura-Europos (located along the Euphrates River
in eastern Syria) that dates to the mid-third century, about the same time as the Megiddo
worship hall, is often characterized as the earliest house church discovered. This is incorrect,
however, since the church in the house of Peter at Capernaum is much earlier, as it dates to the
second half of the first century."'

The general public has not been able to view the Megiddo mosaic due to security
considerations. But now, for the first time, the mosaic is being put on public display: the
Museum of the Bible in Washington, DC, is featuring a special exhibit called “The Megiddo
Mosaic: Foundations of Faith” from September 15, 2024, to July 6, 2025."

Endnotes

' Ariel David and Ruth Schuster, “Israel Lending ‘Jesus Mosaic’ from Armageddon to
Controversial Bible Museum,” Haaretz, June 3, 2024, Archaeology, https:/bit.ly/4 7y 1]hf.




From the Pastor Cont.

? Christopher Rollston, “A Stunning Trio of Early Christian (3rd Century) Inscriptions from
Biblical Armageddon: ‘God Jesus Christ,” Five Prominent Named Women, a Named Centuri-
on, a Eucharist Table, and Two Fish,” Rollston Epigraphy: Ancient Inscriptions from the Le-
vantine World, July 4, 2024, http://www.rollstonepigraphy.com/?p=1004.

3 See Yotam Tepper and Leah Di Segni, 4 Christian Prayer Hall of the Third Century CE at
Kefar ‘Othnay (Legio): Excavations at the Megiddo Prison 2005, with contribution by Guy
Stiebel (Jerusalem: Israel Antiquities Authority, 2006).
* Rollston, “Stunning Trio.”

5 Translation of Rollston (“Stunning Trio”). Rollston notes that the name Porphyry means
“purple” and Brutus means “weighty.”

% Rollston, “Stunning Trio.”

7 Translation of Rollston (“Stunning Trio”).
8 Rollston, “Stunning Trio.”
? Translation from Tepper and Di Segni, Christian Prayer Hall, 41.

' Tepper and Di Segni, 42.

' Bryan Windle briefly discusses this site in the following post on his blog: “Footsteps: Three
Things in Capernaum that Peter Likely Saw,” Bible Archaeology Report, July 8, 2019, hitps:/
bit.ly/deqtel].
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“ hitps:// www.museumolthebible.org/exhibits/megiddo.

FALL CLEAN-UP DAY

18 OCTOBER 2024
9:00 am

We will be concentrating on’ outside tasks that need.to be done
before the weather turns, but there are inside tasks to be done
also. '

We welcome any and.all participation, as you are able.

CONTACT SANDI DEATHERAGE
FOR MORE INFORMATION



MINUTE FOR MISSION

The Pregnancy Hope Center will be holding its annual Dessert Fundraiser this
year on Thursday, October 24 at 6:30 pm at the Klamath County Fairgrounds
Linman Hall. This year's speaker is author and speaker Keith Ferrin who has a
heart for pregnancy resource centers but also for God's word. He presents
practical, inspiring ways to help people enjoy diving into the Bible. He will tie
these two passions together for us.

Peace Memorial will again be hosting a table for eight people. If you are
interested in attending the dessert, please let Geri Coker or Kathy Todd know.
You don't need to make a contribution (unless you want to) as our church does it
as part of our local mission budget. We may even do a bit of carpooling to the
event.

At its September meeting, Session decided to make some changes to the "job
description” of the Mission Committee. This will enable us to expand what we're
currently doing. If you have a heart for Christ's hands and feet and would like to
join the committee in its growth, let Geri know. Serving Jesus is an exciting

adventure!

COME ON, RING THOSE BELLS!

The Peace Ringers Hand Bell Choir will
resume practices on Wednesday, October 2nd.

the bells set out, flex our muscles and get
ringing. We'll be starting out a little
discombobulated as our director for 30 years,
Sheryl Keady, has retired and our new
director, Joyce King, is having surgery on
October 7th. But we'll work together and be
ready to ring for God's glory on October 27th.
As always, the Ringers appreciate all the love and support
we receive from this congregation.
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October Birthdays

r* Aarvon Beaty

8" Scott Dickson

17 Marjorie Devine
17 George Marek
27 Landon Beaty
31t Betty Shaw

Small Groups Kick-off Potluck
Wednesday, September 11t 6-8PM

Our Small group ministry starts up Wednesday, September 11 from 6-8 at the Church.
Small groups will begin meeting the following week. Here they are:

Women’s Group: Tuesdays 10-12, Fireside Room, with Kathy Todd
King’s Group: Tuesdays 2:30-4:30, Fiteside Room, with Paul and Joyce King

Goode’s Group:  (I'he Goode’s group will be meeting with the King’s group for the first three
weeks and will then be meeting at the Good’s House from 3-5PM). So for the first couple of
weeks- Tuesdays 2:30-4:30, fireside room.

Beaty’s Group:  Evenings- Wednesday or Thursdays at Pastor Aaron’s house.
(days and time TBD) — this group is geared for folks who work during the day.

Please sign up in the back or contact Pastor Aaron in the church office to sign up for a group.
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Small Groups Continue with

The Engagement Project
By Del Tacket

The Engagement Project follows in the footsteps of The Truth Project to help clarify a Biblical

world-view, this time, in regards to our calling as Christinas on the earth. Since God has

provided salvation, and we are saved in Christ by grace through faith, why are we still here in

this fallen world? Small groups will explore this questions as we re-visit the five epochs of
God’s HIStory (Creation, Fall, Redemption, Engagement, Restoration). If you
do are not in a small group, contact pastor Aaron in the main office to discuss
times and locations.

Here's a thought-provoking article by Del Tacket regarding the emerging

influence of socialist ideals in our culture.

Marx and Pandora’s Box

DeL TACKETT

One of the most identifiable elements of Greek mythology is “Pandora’s Box". The original
Greek word is “jar”, but somehow "Pandora’s Jar” doesn't sound right. We might be more
descriptive if we called it Pandora’s Pit. In the briefest of summaries, Pandora opened up what
she shouldn’t have and out came evil of all sorts... think opening the Pit of Hell. Some are
brought in their thoughts to Eve in the Garden and what came from that rebellion; indeed, it is
possible the myth was drawn from Genesis 3.

My thoughts, though, are brought to Karl Marx, for | am increasingly convinced that he

unleashed a demonic worldview on the earth in these latter days. It seeks to destroy all of
God’s social systems: Family, Church, Labor, Community, God & Man, and even the State. The
last might be confusing, for Socialism is most certainly Statism, so how could we say that Marx
wanted to destroy the State? Well, he wanted to destroy the State according to God's

design and replace it with a counterfeit. To avoid confusion, we will from here on out refer to
this counterfeit as the SState, for Socialistic State.

Indeed, we could say the same for the other institutions that God has instituted. The
biblical family is replaced with a counterfeit “family” in which there is no marriage, sex is free
from the marriage bond and children are raised by the SState. The biblical form of Labor is
replaced with the SState owning the “means of production” and as Bernie Sanders stated, no
one has to work if they don't want to. This, of course, would never work out, but it sounds
pleasing to the naive ear. The biblical form of Community is replaced with SSocial SSer-
vices. God & Man and Church are replaced with a worship of the SState. Blasphemy is
speaking or acting or thinking contrary to the SState’s new ethical proclamations and
foundations. If you are familiar with it, this is Nineteen Eighty Four's “CrimeSpeak” and
“CrimeThought”. We <an see this in the rise of our own “CrimeSpeak” if one dares to have an
opinion contrary to the new “Wokeness".




Marx, | believe, was under the influence of evil spiritual forces. | have forced myself to study
his biographies and read his writings and poetry, which were all quite “dark”. In one, assuming
Marx is the character in the poem, “My soul, once true to God, is chosen for Hell.” In another,
“Heaven l've forfeited, | know if full well.” Read his poems at your own risk.

Marx was a tortured man. He hated God; was never really employed; often drunk. He and his
family sponged off of anyone they could. When his father died, he didn't attend the funeral,
but his next communication to his mother was for part of the estate. When Engels

“wife” (common law) died, he didn't attend the funeral, but wrote Engels a letter implying that
he should now have more funds to give to Marx. That incident nearly broke their relationship,
but Engels continued to support him. Marx’s son died very young, many bglieving it was be-
cause he was without sufficient sustenance. It grieved Marx, yet he still sought no employment
and continued buying drink. He was given to fits of anger and behavior that caused some to
wonder if he were possessed or under demonic influence. Richard Wurmbrand (Persecuted for
Christ) felt so. Wumbrand had suffered so much under Marx’s worldview and had seen so
many others suffer as well, that he underwent a thorough study of Marx’s worldview and his
life and writings. He believed Marx was driven by evil forces. Robert Payne, in his classical
biography of Marx, had the same thoughts. Paul Kengor (The Devil and Karl Marx) is convinced
of it and writes of Marx's fascination with the Devil and his power and domain. As the Saint
Benedict Press writes:

No other theory in all of history has led to the deaths of so many innocents. How could the
Father of Lies not be involved?... [Marxism is an] evil that should have never been let out of its
pit.

This is the worldview that slaughtered over 100 million people in the 20" Century.

This is the worldview that now holds tyrannical power over people in North Korea, Venezuela,
Cuba, China, and more.

This is the worldview that is having a resurgence in the U.S. It has been taught at our major
universities for years and finds itself becoming more and more popular, especially with the
younger population:

« 36% of Millennials now “approve of Communism”;
« 22% believe society would be better off if all private property were abolished;
« 70% would be ‘likely to vote for a socialist’ (NPR/PBS News Hour/Marist Poll, 2020).




Yet, despite the naive appeal to many, Socialism is a scam, as we wrote earlier. It promises the

starry-eyed a false utopia and the greedy spoils of civil war, but they get neither. They end up,
instead, in a demonic system where incentives to produce are destroyed and the fruitfulness

of the people, what is left of it, confiscated by the SState led by tyrants in palaces.

Marx saw Socialism as the means to reach Utopia, which they called Communism. We have
countries that are called “communist”, but from Marx's perspective they are all still in their so-
cialistic stage—a tyrannical stage, of course, for that is where all Socialism movements end up.
The SState seeks to control everything and will never give up that power.

It is a dead end—a demonic end—brought to the earth from the pit of Hell.
Citizen! Beware.

Christian! Take note that our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but “against the rulers,
aguinst the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wicked-
ness in the heavenly places.” Ephesians 6:12

Believers! Do not fear, for “greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world”. 1 John 4:4

SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS

Sundays starting September 8
9-10 AM
Church Fireside Room

As H A M E D o Wecekly videos by Dr. Godfrey

W, ROBERT GODFREY 4 R/ And discussion with Pastor Aaron

PAUL'S LETTIR ro the ROMANS

Sunday Bible Class

Not Ashamed: Paul’s 1 etter to the Romans

-Dr. Robert Godfrey

In this video series, Dr. W. Robert Godfrey takes us verse by verse through Romans
and emboldens Christians to declare with the Apostle, “I am not ashamed of the gos-
pel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.”

Sundays: 9-10AM

Church Fireside room



COME WALK WITH US!

15 HEALTH BENEFITS OF WALKING
Improve Mood
Burn Calories
Improve Heart Health
Reduce Risk of Chronic Diseases

Reduce Stress
Improve Sleep

Boost Brain Power

Alleviate Joint Pain

Delay Onset of Varicose Veins
Stimulate Digestion
Kickstart Immune System

Protect Bones

Enhance Creativity

Make Other Goals Seem More Attainable

Live Longer

MONDAY & THURSDAY - 10 A.M.
PEACE MEMORIAL EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
FELLOWSHIP HALL
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Stewardship & Finance Committee

August 2024 \
Here is our monthly update on finance:

Operating INCOME:.........coouviiinreriinrennnnee. $11,961.52
Operating EXpenses:.........ccoevevrinneeeneeene. $10,243.89
Monthly Net:.....oovvvveeineeeiiniiiiiienennennn $1,717.63
YTD /NEt: .o oveeeereeeereseriennns ($ 2,653.90)
Checking 8/31/24:............... $32,641.68
Money Market 8/31/24:........ $33,814.62

Edward Jones CD 8/31/24:...$21,638.80
Edward Jones MM 8/31/24: $35,068.79

\ TOTAL 8/31/2%:.....c..ccvveun... $123,163.89 J

Expenses in August beyond regular operations: Wotld Missions, Small Groups,
Guest Musicians, and Pulpit Supply. Wathy Jadd

Do you recognize this Bible?
We are trying to return it to its owner.

FOR GOD S

LUVED

3)5 El

WORLE

]
JOHN 3:16




_ Peace Memotial

4431 South 6th St.
Klamarh Falls, OR 97603

Phone: 541-884-5057
E-mail: office@peacepres.org
Pastor: pastoraaronepa@)yahoo.com

We’re on the web!
Www.peaceEPC.com

“like” us on Facebook

“Give thanks in every
circumstance, for this
is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus.”

-1 Thessalonians 5:18

DEACONS
Paul King - Chair
Debbie Grant

Jocelyn Shellito

Sharon Haddock

Marie Gregory

Marjorie Divine

The Deacons meet the third Sunday of each

month following worship.

Sermons for October:
Ordinary Time

The sermon on the Mount

10/6 - Salt and Light
Matthew 5:13-16

10/13 - Christ Fulfilled the Law
Matthew 5:13-16

10/20- Anger
Matthew 5:13-16

10/27- Lust
Matthew 5:13-16

SESSION/ELDERS
Pastor Aaron Beaty- Moderator
Geri Coker- Mission and Outreach
Betty Shaw- Worship
Sandi Deatherage- Building and Grounds
Pat Gregoty-
Gary Scott-



